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ATONEMENT. 

Jesus Christ the High Priest, and he only, works the atone- 
ment. There are other priests ; for " he hath made us priests and 
kings unto God." Every Christian is a priest to offer sacrifice of 
prayer and praise unto God ; but none save the High Priest must 
offer atonement. 

The vail of the temple is rent by the atonement of Christ, and 
access to the throne is now ours. Precious throne of grace ! I 
never should have had any right to come there if it had not been 
for the day of atonement : I never should have been able to come 
there if the throne had not been sprinkled with the blood. 

By the death of Christ there was full, free, perfect remission for 
all those whose sins are laid upon his head. 

Atonement and jubilee ought to go together. Have you ever 
had a jubilee, my friends, in your hearts ? If you have not, I can 
tell you it is because you have not had a day of atonement. 

God's great day of atonement was appointed and predestinated 
by himself. Christ's expiation occurred but once, and then not by 
any chance ; God had settled it from before the foundation of the 
world; and at that hour when God had predestinated, on that 
very day that God had decreed, that Christ should die, was he led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers he 
was dumb. 
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ATONEMENT. 



We have a spotless High Priest ; we have one who needed no 
washing, for he had no filth to wash away ; we have one who 
needed no atonement for himself, for he for ever might have sat 
down at the right hand of God, and ne'er have come on earth at all. 
He was pure and spotless ; he needed no incense to wave before the 
mercy seat to hide the angry face of justice. 

Those drops of atoning blood have put fair colours upon all 
creation, even as the sunrise paints the earth, which else had been 
one huge blot of darkness. 

When we consider the atonement, we should rest, and " do no 
work at all." Best from your works, as God did from his on the 
great Sabbath of the world ; rest from your own righteousness ; 
rest from your toilsome duties ; rest in him. 

The bath of his blood is your only washing ; the stream of 
water from his side is your perfect purification. None but Jesus, 
none but Jesus, has wrought out the work of our salvation. 

As the blood of the goat made the atonement typically, so, 
Christian, thy Saviour dying for thee made the great atonement for 
thy sins, and thou mayest go free. 

O my soul, adore thy Jesus, who, when he made atonement, 
humbled himself, and wrapped around him a garb of thy inferior 
clay. Adore him, for on that day it was the simple clean linen of 
his own body, of his own humanity, in which fie made atonement 
for your sins. 

O child of God, thy Saviour's blood has made atonement within 
the vail ; he has taken it there himself; his own merits and his own 
agonies are now within the vail of glory, sprinkled now before the 
throne. glorious sacrifice, as well as High Priest, we would adore 
thee, for by thy one offering thou hast made atonement for ever. 
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THE BIBLE 

The Bible is the stone that shall break in powder philosophy ; 
this is the mighty battering ram that shall dash all systems of phi- 
losophy in pieces ; this is a stone that a woman may yet hurl upon 
the head of every Abimelech, and he shall be utterly destroyed. 

O Book of books ! And wast thou written by my God ? 
Then will I bow before thee. Thou book of vast authority, thou 
art a proclamation from the Emperor of Heaven ; far be it from me 
to exercise my reason in contradicting thee. Reason ! thy place is 
to stand and find out what this volume means, not to tell what this 
book ought to say. Come thou, my reason, my intellect, sit thou 
down and listen; for these words are the words of God. 

This is the Word of God ; come, search, ye critics, and find a 
flaw ; examine it, from its Genesis to its Revelation, and find an 
error. This is a vein of pure gold, unalloyed by quartz, or any 
earthy substance. This is a star without a speck ; a sun without 
a blot ; a light without darkness; a moon without its paleness ; a 
glory without a dimness. 

Here, from this fountain, gushes aqua vvtm y — "the water of 
life," without a single particle of earth ; here, from this sun, there 
come forth rays of radiance, without the mixture of darkness. 
Blessed Bible ! thou art all truth. 

Let no one turn away from the Bible because it is not a book 
of learning and wisdom. It is. Would ye know astronomy ? It is 
here : it tells you of the Sun of Righteousness and the Star of 
Bethlehem. Would you know botany ? It is here : it tells you of 
the Plant of Renown, the Lily of the Valley, and the Rose of Sharon. 
Would you know geology and mineralogy % You shall learn it here : 
for you may read of the Rock of Ages, and the White Stone with a 
name graven thereon, which no man knoweth, saving he that 
receiveth it. 
_ __ 
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THE BIBLE. 



This volume is the writing of the living God : each letter was 
penned with an Almighty finger ; each word in it dropped from the 
everlasting lips; each sentence was dictated by the Holy Spirit. 
Albeit that Moses was employed to write his histories with his 
fiery pen, God guided that pen. It may be that David touched his 
harp and let sweet psalms of melody drop from his fingers, but God 
moved his hands over the living strings of his golden harp. 

The Bible is a book of authority; it is an authorised book, 
for God has written it. Oh, tremble, tremble, lest any of you 
despise it; mark its authority, for it is the Word of God. 

The Bible is God's Bible ; and when I see it I seem to hear a 
voice springing up from it, saying, " I am the book of God : man, 
read me. I am God's writing ; open my leaf, for I was penned by 
God ; read it, for he is my author, and you will see him visible and 
manifest everywhere. 

This is no common book ; it is God's handwriting ; these 
words are God's. Let me look at its date ; it is dated from the 
hills of heaven. Let me look at its letters; they flash glory on 
my eye. Let me read the chapters : they are big with meaning and 
mysteries unknown. Let me turn over the prophecies ; they are 
pregnant with unthought-of wonders. 

Strange that there should be men so vile as to use the pen-knife 
of Jehoiakim, to cut out passages of the Word, because they are 
unpalatable. ye who dislike certain portions of Holy Writ, rest 
assured that your taste is corrupt, and that God will not stay for 
your little opinion. 

The world likes a religion they cannot comprehend ! But have 
you never noticed how gloriously simple the Bible is ? 
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CALVARY. 

All His weary pilgrimage, from Bethlehem's manger to Cal- 
vary's cross, is, in our eyes, paved with glory. Each spot upon 
which he trod is, to our souls, consecrated at once, simply because 
there the foot of earth's Saviour and our own Redeemer once was 
placed. 

God is just ; but we never know that half so well till in Geth- 
semane's glooms and in the midst of Golgotha's horrors we have 
tarried for awhile. 

It is pleasant to look back to Calvary's hill, and to behold that 
bleeding form expiring on the tree ; it f! sweet, amazingly sweet, to 
pry with eyes of love between those thick olives, and hear the 
groanings of the man who sweat great drops of blood. 

The hill of comfort is the hill of Calvary ; the house of consola- 
tion is builded with the wood of the cross ; the temple of heavenly 
cordials is founded upon the riven rock, riven by the spear which 
pierced its side. No scene in sacred history ever gladdens the soul 
like the scene on Calvary. 

Calvary is the spot where sin committed its direst crimes. Sin 
is exceeding sinful when it is a homicide, but it is most sinful when 
it turns deicide, and kills its God. 

From the cross of Calvary, where the bleeding hands of Jesus 
drop mercy ; from the garden of Gethsemane, where the bleeding 
pores of the Saviour sweat pardons, the cry comes, " Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." From Calvary's summit, 
where Jesus cries, " It is finished ! " I hear a shout, " Look, and be 
saved." 

A view of Christ on Calvary is always beneficial to a Christian. 
Look no longer to Sinai. Come thou here and look to Calvary, to 
Calvary's victim, and to Joseph's grave. 
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6 CHRIST. 

When Christ paid the ransom, he did it all himself! He was 
very particular about that. Simon, the Cyrenian, might bear the 
cross ; bat Simon, the Cyrenian, might not be nailed to it. That 
sacred circle of Calvary was kept for Christ alone. Two thieves 
were with him there ; not righteous men, lest any should have said 
that the death of those two righteous men helped the Saviour. 

An infallible remedy for misery is the cross. If thou wilt mix 
the cross in thy cup, thou wilt find it like the tree cast into the 
fountain of Marah ; it will make the water thereof sweet. 



# CHRIST. 

I so deeply believe in the immutable love of Jesus that I 
suppose, if one believer were to be in hell, Christ himself would not 
long stay in heaven, but would soon cry, "To the rescue ! to the 
rescue!" 

The nearer you live to Christ, the more you imitate him, the 
more your life is conformed to him ; and the more simply you hang 
upon him by faith, the more certain you may be of your election in 
Christ and of your calling by his Holy Spirit. 

The Father will never save a man apart from Christ ; there is 
not one soul now in heaven who was not saved by Jesus Christ; 
there is not one who ever came to God aright who did not come 
through Jesus Christ. 

Christ is the sinner's surety. Jehovah will never require my 
debt to be paid twice. Let none impute injustice to the God of the 
whole earth; let none suppose that he will twice exact the penalty 
of one sin. If you have been the chief of sinners, you may have the 
chief of sinners' forgiveness, and God can bestow it now. 
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CHRIST. 7 

If ye would be happy— if ye would rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, " behold the man !" the man of sorrows who hath 
died for you. 

Sinner, thou art to know that Christ died for sin ; thou art also 
to understand that Christ is able to save, and thou art to believe 
that ; but thou art not saved, unless in addition to that thou puttest 
thy trust in him to be thy Saviour, and to be thine for ever. 

All God's attributes are against you if you are not in Christ ! 
If you are not sheltered beneath the wings of Jesus, there is not one 
single glorious name of God, nor one celestial attribute, which does 
not curse you. 

We cannot spin a robe that is long enough to cover us ; we cannot 
make a righteousness that is good enough to satisfy God. If you 
would be saved, it must be through what Christ did, and not what 
you did. 

As long as on this earth there is a sinner who has been reclaimed 
by Omnipotent grace, Christ's name shall endure ; as long as there 
breathes a chief of sinners who has washed himself in the fountain 
opened for sin and for uncleanness; as long as there exists a 
Christian who has put his faith in Jesus, and found hi™ his delight, 
his refuge, his stay, his shield, his song, and his joy, there will be 
no fear that Jesus' name will cease to be heard. 

Some preachers can manage to deliver a sermon and leave out 
Christ's name altogether. Surely the true believer will stand, like 
Mary Magdalene, over the sermon, and say, " They have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him." 

The marrow of theology is* Christ ; the very bone and sinew of 
the Gospel is preaching Christ. A Christless sermon is the merri- 
ment of hell; but too much of Christ we cannot have. Give 
us Christ always, Christ ever. The monotony of Christ is sweet 
variety. 
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8 CHRIST. 

What a grand sight it must have been when Christ ascended 
into glory ; what a noble certificate it must have been of his Father's 
acceptance of him ! 

It is not a consideration of what you are, but a consideration of 
what God is, and what Christ is, that can save you. It is looking 
from yourself to Jesus. 

It will not save me to know that Christ is a Saviour ; but it 
will save me to trust him to be my Saviour. I shall not be delivered 
from the wrath to come by believing that his atonement is suffi- 
cient, but I shall be saved by making that atonement my trust, my 
refuge, and my all. 

There is the same Christ for big sinners as for little sinners ; 
the same Christ for grey heads as for babes ; the same Christ for 
poor as for rich ; the same Christ for chimney sweeps as for 
monarchs ; the same Christ for prostitutes as for saints. 

Just cast thyself wholly on Christ, and, if thou art not saved, 
God's book is a lie, and God himself has broken his truth. But that 
cannot be. Come thou and try it. " Whosoever believeth in Christ 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Whoever can honestly say from his heart, " Christ is all," is a 
Christian ; but he who cannot say so is no Christian, whatever he 
may be. 

Some of the best paintings, you know, only just give the head 
and shoulders ; they do not give the full-length portrait. There is 
no believer, there is no choice divine, that could paint a full-length 
portrait of Christ. 

When we see Christ as he was, how astonished we are ! One of 
the first feelings we should have, if we could have gone to the 
Mount of Olives and seen our Saviour sweating there, would have 
been astonishment. 
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CHRIST. 9 



If any of you shall be saved, it must be by Christ alone. There 
must be no patchwork ; Christ did it all, and will not be helped in 
the matter. 

If thou dost trust in thy works, then thy works are antichrist, 
and Christ and antichrist can never go together. Christ will have 
all or nothing ; he must be a whole Saviour, or no Saviour at all. 

It would have been a stoop more immense than if a seraph 
should have changed himself into an emmet, for the Almighty Son 
of God to have been clothed in the garb of even the archangel 
Gabriel; but his condescension dictated to him that, if he did 
become a creature, he would become, not the noblest creature, but 
one of the most ignoble of rational beings, — that is to say, man. 

We shall not see Jesus as the world's great Deliverer, as 
earth's great Redeemer, as the world's bright Sun, as well as her 
Morning Star, until we have studied the prophecies, and seen how 
they all speak concerning Jesus, even of him that is yet to come. 

A costly grave ! I see over the top of it " Sacred to the memory 
of the family of Joseph of Arimathea ;" yet Jesus slept there. Yes, 
he was buried in another's sepulchre. He who had no house of his 
own, and rested in the habitation of other men ; who had no table, 
but lived upon the hospitality of his disciples ; who borrowed boats 
in which to preach, and had nothing in the wide world, was obliged 
to have a tomb from charity. 

My deeds slew Christ. Alas ! I slew my best beloved ; I killed 
him who loved me with an everlasting love. Ye eyes, why do ye 
refuse to weep when ye see Jesus' body mangled and torn ? Oh ! 
give vent to your sorrow, Christians, for ye have good reason to do 
so. 

Look to Jesus, with all your sins, doubts, and fears ; naked and 
guilty, just as you are, look to Jesus. Everything besides Jesus is 
a fallacy, a deception, and a lie. 
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CHRIST. 



There is nothing in heaven that is equal to Christ ; there is no 
flower in all the gardens of paradise that blooms so sweetly as the 
Rose of Sharon. There is not a gem with which the crowns of the 
glorified are now bedighted that glistens one-half so gloriously as 
the eye of Christ 

You who are panting to know the way to heaven, remember, 
there is only one ladder that can ever take you there. The rounds 
of it are made of sovereign grace. That ladder is called Jesus ; the 
foot rests on earth, in his humanity ; the top leans in heaven, on 
his Godhead. 

Jesus ! it is the name which moves the harps of heaven to me- 
lody. Jesus ! my love, they sing. Jesus ! the life of all our joys. 
If there is one name more precious than another, it is this name. 
It is woven into the very warp and woof of our psalmody. Many 
of our hymns begin with it, and scarcely any, that are good for any- 
thing, end without it. 

Ask me the greatest man who ever lived — I tell you the man 
Christ Jesus was "anointed with the oil of gladness above his 
fellows." 

Men will travel hundreds of miles to behold the place where a 
poet first breathed the air of earth ; they will journey to the ancient 
tombs of mighty heroes, or the graves of men renowned by fame ; 
but whither shall the Christian go to find the grave of one so famous 
as was Jesus ? 

Jesus ! we are ready to say with good George Herbert, " It is 
the music with which the bells of heaven ring ; a song in a word, an 
ocean for comprehension, an oratorio in two syllables, a gathering up 
of the hallelujahs of eternity in five letters." If we had only that 
word, and were to preach nothing else for a sermon, it would be 
enough to make a child of God spring upon his feet and leap for joy. 
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CHRISTIANS. 11 



Pant thou, first and last, after the character of Jeans, in all its 
sublimity and perfection ; and pant thou after the spirit of Josub to 
sanctify thee ; for Jesus only is enough in eanctification, as the pat- 
tern to which thou art to attain, and as the spirit which shall make 
thee conformable thereunto. 



CHRISTIANS. 



A tried saint brings more glory to God than an untried one ; a 
believer in a dungeon reflects more glory on his Master than a 
believer in paradise ; a child of God in the burning fiery furnace, 
whose hair is yet unscorched, and upon whom the smell of the fire 
has not passed, displays more the glory of Godhead than even he 
who stands with a crown upon his head, perpetually singing praises 
before the eternal throne. 

Grind the diamond a little, and you shall see it glisten. Do but 
put a trouble on the Christian, and his endurance of it will prove 
him to be of the true seed of Israel. 

Better to have a Christian's days of sorrow than a worldling's 
days of mirth. Better to have a Christian's sorrows than a world- 
ling's joys. Ah ! happier to be chained in a dungeon with a Paul 
than reign in the palace with an Ahab. Better to be a child of God 
in poverty than a child of Satan in riches. 

There are times when a Christian will be ready to creep into a 
mousehole if he might but get into heaven ; when he would be glad 
to throw anything away to get into the smallest crevice to escape 
from his fears ; when the meanest evidence seems more precious 
than gold ; when the very least ray of sunlight is worth all the 
riches of Peru ; and when a doit of comfort is more sweet than a 
whole heaven of it may have been at other seasons. 
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12 CHRISTIANS. 



The saint may well speak of his ancestry — he may exult in it, 
he may glory in it — for he is the son of God, positively and actually. 
His mother, the Church, is the Bride of Jesus ; he is a twice-born 
child of heaven, one of the blood royal of the universe. 

Whatever other insignia belong to monarchs saints shall have. 
They shall have robes of whiteness ; they shall have harps of glory ; 
they shall have all things that become their regal state ; so that we 
are indeed monarchs, you see ; not mock-monarchs, clothed in pur- 
ple garments of derision, and scoffed at with " Hail, king of the 
Jews !" but we are real monarchs. 

A Christian man's religion will keep its colour in the night. 
What a mighty deal of silver-slipper religion we have in this world. 
Men will follow Christ when every one cries, " Hosanna ! hosanna !" 

Has a saint a palace ? Yes. I have a palace ! and its walls are 
not made of marble, but of gold; its borders are carbuncles and 
precious gems ; its windows are of agates ; its stones are laid with 
fair colours ; around it there is a profusion of every costly thing ; 
rubies sparkle here and there ; yea, pearls are but common stones 
within it Some call it a mansion ; but I have a right to call it a 
palace too, for I am a king. It is a mansion when I look at God, it 
is a palace when I look at men ; because it is the habitation of a 
prince. 

Have Christians a crown ? Oh yes ; but they do not wear it 
every day. They have a crown, but their coronation day is not yet 
arrived. They have been anointed monarchs, they have some of the 
authority and dignity of monarchs ; but they are not crowned mo- 
narchs yet. But the crown is made. God will not have to order 
heaven's goldsmiths to fashion it in after-time : it is made already, 
hanging up in glory. 

Saint of Jesus ! heir of heaven ! thou hast high and honourable 
privileges which the world wots not of ! 
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CHRISTIANS. 13 



There is not a Christian who has enjoyed perpetual happiness ; 
there is no believer who can always sing a song of joy. It is not 
every lark that can always carol. It is not every star that can 
always be seen. And not every Christian is always happy. Capuan 
holidays do not suit Koman soldiers ; and they would not agree with 
Christians. 

The strength of a Christian is divine strength ; the sinner has 
no power of himself, except that which is given him from above ; if 
I were to stand with my foot upon the golden threshold of heaven's 
portal, if I could put this thumb upon the latch, I could not open that 
door, after having gone so far towards heaven, unless I had still 
supernatural power communicated to me in that moment. 

Christian! let slander fly, let envy send forth its forked tongue, 
let it hiss at you, your bow shall abide in strength. shielded 
warrior, remain quiet, fear no ill ; but, like the eagle in its lofty 
eyrie, look thou down upon the fowlers in the plain ; turn thy bold 
eye upon them, and say, " Shoot ye may, but your shots will not 
reach half way to the pinnacle where I stand." 

That strength which God gives to his Josephs is real strength ; 
it is not a boasted valour, a fiction, a thing of which men talk, an 
airy dream, an unsubstantial unreality, but it is real strength. Let 
the foes of the church expect a hard struggle if they attack an heir 
of life. 

Mightier than giants are men of the race of heaven ; should 
they once arouse themselves to battle they could laugh at the spear 
and the habergeon. But they are a patient generation, enduring 
ills without resenting them, suffering scorn without reviling the 
scoffer. 

Every saint of the Lord is a priest at God's altar, and is bound 
to worship God with the holy incense of prayer and praise. We 
are priests, each one of us, if we are called by divine grace ; for thus 
we are priests by divine constitution. 
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14 CHRISTIANS. 

It is only the Christian who despises customs, who does not 
care for conventionalisms, who only asks himself the question, " Is 
it right, or is it wrong ? If it is right, I will be singular : though 
they bind me to the stake, yet I must do it ; I will be singularly 
right; if the multitude will not follow me, I will go without them." 

You may despise a child of God now, sinner; you may laugh 
at him ; you may say he is a hypocrite ; you may call him a saint, 
a methodist, a cant, and everything you like ; but know that those 
titles will not mar his dignity — he is the honourable of the earth, 
and God estimates him as such. 

I am not a prince of Inde — I have no inheritance in any far-off 
land that men dream of— I have no El Dorado, or Home of Prester 
John; but yet I have a substantial palace. Yonder, on the hills of 
heaven, it stands. I know not its position among the other mansions 
of heaven, but " I know that if the earthly house of this tabernacle 
be dissolved, I have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 

Christians are not so much in danger when they are persecuted, 
as when they are admired. When we stand upon the pinnacle of 
popularity, we may well tremble and fear. It is not in the cold 
wintry wind that I take off my coat of righteousness, and throw it 
away ; it is when the sun comes, when the weather is warm, and 
the air balmy, that I unguardedly strip off my robes and become 

The Christian overcomes the world. A tough battle, sirs, I 
warrant you: not one which carpet knights might win: no easy 
skirmish that he might win who dashed to battle on some sunshiny 
day, looked at the host, then turned his courser's rein, and daintily 
dismounted at the door of his silken tent. Nay, sirs, it is a life- 
long war, a contest which shall want all our strength, if wc are to 
be triumphant. 
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COVENANT. 15 



Could you enter God's secret treasure-house, what wealth would 
you see ! " Are there so many monarchs," you would say, " so 
many crowns, so many princes V 9 Yes, and some bright angel 
would say, "Mark you that crown? It is yours ;" and if you 
were to look within, you would read, " Made for a sinner saved by 
grace, whose name was ." 



COVENANT. 



Fab, far back in eternity the Magna Charta of the saints was 
written by the hand of God, and it needed one signature to make it 
valid, the signature of the Son of God. Methinks I see him now, 
as my imagination pictures the lofty Son of God grasping the pen. 
See how his fingers write the name ; and there it stands in ever- 
lasting letters— « THE SON ! » Oh, sacred ratification of the treaty ; 
it is stamped and sealed with the great seal of our Father in 
heaven. 

God, the everlasting Father, has positively made a covenant 
with thee, my soul; that God who spake the world into existence 
by a word, who holds it, like an Atlas, upon his shoulders, who 
poises the destiny of all creation upon his finger ; that God, stooping 
from his majesty, takes hold of thy hand and makes a covenant 
with thee. 

We cannot call anything "sure" on earth; the only place 
where we can write that word is on the covenant, which is " ordered 
in all things and swre." 

Wherever you read of the God of Jacob in the Bible, you may 
know that that respects God's covenant with Jacob. I love a 
covenant salvation— a covenant not made with my fathers, not 
between me and God, but between Christ and God. 
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16 COVENANT. 



Brother, you have lost your rolL Well, let me tell you, though 
you have lost your roll, the covenant is not lost, for all that. You 
never had the covenant in your hands yet ; you had only a copy of 
it. The covenant itself where is it ? It is under the throne of 
God; it is in the archives of heaven, in the ark of the covenant ; it 
is in Jesu's breast, it is on his hands, on his heart — it is there. 
Oh ! if God were to put my salvation in my hands, I should be 
lost in ten minutes ; but my salvation is not there — it is in Christ's 
hands. 

Take the Bible as it stands, and if you do not see everlasting 
love there, there is some fault in your eyes, and it is a case rather 
for the Ophthalmic Hospital than for me. If you cannot see ever- 
lasting, eternal security, blood-bought righteousness, there, I am 
hopeless altogether of your conversion to the truth, while you read 
it with your present prejudices. 

The Prince of the kings of the earth, the Shaddai, the Lord 
of all flesh, the Jehovah of ages, the everlasting Elohim, " He hath 
made with me an everlasting covenant." 

Oh ! how sweet it is to look from the dulness of earth to the 
brilliancy of heaven ! How glorious it is to leap from the ever 
tempest-tossed bark of this world, and stand upon the terra firma 
of the covenant ! 

Our Father's covenant is drawn up according to the strictest 
rules of justice. There are the technical terms of heaven's court; 
there is the great seal at the bottom, and there is the signature of 
Jesus, written in his own blood. 

Christ made the covenant to pay a price, and God made the 
covenant that he should have the people. Christ has paid the price, 
and ratified the covenant, and I am quite sure that God will fulfil 
his part of it, by giving every elect vessel of mercy into the hands 
of Jesus. 
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DEATH. 17 

Covenant mercies, covenant grace, covenant promises, covenant 
blessings, covenant help, covenant everything, the Christian must 
receive if he would enter into heaven. 

The word " now," in God's dictionary, means everlasting. Tell 
me that God has now pardoned my sins; — it means, that he always 
has, for his acts are eternal acts. Oh how sweet to know an ever- 
lasting covenant ! 



DEATH. 

The death of him who, having served his master, sinks like a 
shock of corn fully ripe, or like a sun that hath run its race, is some- 
thing to be noted and remembered with delight. But the death of 
the sinner — oh, how terrible ! It is not in the power of mortal 
language to depict the horrors of the death-bed of a man who has 
lived without God and without Christ. 

I challenge all the orators that have ever lived to draw forth 
from their vocabulary words full enough of horror and of terror to 
depict the departing scene of the man who has lived at enmity with 
God, and who dies with his conscience quickened then. 

The best moment of a Christian's life is his last one, because it 
is the one that is nearest heaven : and then it is that he begins to 
strike the key-note of the song which he shall sing to all eternity. 

Christ did so conquer death that he not only delivers the lawful 
captive out of the prison, but he saves a band from the jaws of the 
monster, and leads them by his den unharmed ! He not only 
resuscitates the dead and puts new life into those that are slain by 
the fell scythe, but some he actually takes to heaven by a bye-road. 
He says to Death, " A vaunt, thou monster ! On these thou shalt 
never put thy hand I" 
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18 DEATH. 

A Christian has nothing to lose by death. You say he has to 
lose his friends. I am not so sure of that. Many of you may have 
more friends in heaven than on earth ; some Christians have more 
dearly beloved ones above than below. 

Death to the Christian is always honourable, for the promise 
declareth to him, " Thou shalt go to thy grave in full age, like as a 
shock of corn cometh in his season." 

Death is not an independent being, who comes at his own will. 
In fact, it is not true that death does take away the Christian at all. 
God alone can remove his children from this world. Whether the 
humble peasant or the reigning monarch, one hand lifts them to 
the sky. 

When death comes to the Christian, he finds him winding up 
the anchor, and he says, "When thou hast done thy work and 
shipped the anchor, I will take thee home." With sweet breath he 
blows on him, and the ship is wafted gently to heaven, with no 
regrets for life, but with angels at the prow, spirits guiding the 
rudder, sweet songs coming through the cordage, and canvas silvered 
o'er with light. 

Christ is the reaper who cuts his own corn. He will not trust 
an angel to do it. God alone has the issues of life in his hand. 

All fruits do not get ripe and mellow at the same season. So 
with Christians. They are at a " full age " when God chooses to 
take them home. They are at " full age " if they die at twenty-one: 
they are not more if they live to be ninety. 

While death should not be flaunted out with gaudy plumes, 
there is such a thing as an honourable funeral; which every one 
of us may desire to have. We do not wish to be carried away just as 
a bundle of tares ; we would prefer that devout men should carry us 
to the grave and make much lamentation over us. 
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Death ! That is a sweet and blessed mode of taking us out of 
the world, which will happen to ns all by-and-bye. Li a few more 
years the chariot of fire and the horses of fire will take away the 
Lord's soldiers. 



ELECTION. 

He that believes is elect. Those who are elect are elect unto 
sanctification and unto faith ; and if you have faith you are one of 
God's elect ; you may know it and ought to know it, for it is an ab- 
solute certainty. 

There have been thousands of men who have been ruined by 
misunderstanding election ; who have said, " God has elected me to 
heaven, and to eternal life ;" but they have forgotten that it is 
written, God has elected them " through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth." ' This is God's election— election to sancti- 
fication and to faith. 

Faith is the gift of God. Every virtue comes from him. 
Therefore it cannot have caused him to elect men, because it is his 
gift. Election, we are sure, is absolute, and altogether apart from 
the virtues which the saints have afterwards. 

If you will cast yourself on Jesus you are elect. I tell you — 
the chief of sinners — if you will come to God without any works of 
your own, cast yourself on the blood and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ : if you will come now and trust in him, you are elect — you 
were loved of God from before the foundation of the world, for you 
could not do that unless God had given you the power, and had 
chosen you to do it. 

When God chooses any men by his sovereign electing grace, 
and makes them Christ's, he does it not only for their own sake, 
that they may be saved, but for the world's sake. 

.0 2 
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20 ELECTION. 

If you want to be humbled, study election, for it will make you 
humble under the influence of God's Spirit He who is proud of his 
election is not elect ; and he who is humbled under a sense of it may 
believe that he is. 

No man will be so bold as he who believes that he is elect 
of God. What cares he for man if he is chosen of his Maker? 
What will he care for the pitiful chirpings of some tiny sparrows 
when he knoweth that he is an eagle of a royal race 1 Will he 
care when the beggar pointeth at him when the blood royal of 
heaven runs in his veins ? 

Do not fancy that election excuses sin — do not dream of it — 
do not rock yourself in sweet complacency in the thought of your 
irresponsibility. You are responsible. We must have Divine sove- 
reignty, and we must have man's responsibility. 

You may come to Christ as a sinner, but you may not come to 
Christ as an elect person until you can see your holiness. Do 
not misconstrue what I say— do not say, "I am elect," and yet 
think you can be living in sin. That is impossible. The elect 
of God are holy. They are not pure, they are not perfect, they 
are not spotless; but, taking their life as a whole, they are holy 
persons. They are marked, and distinct from others ; and no man 
has a right to conclude himself elect except in his holiness. 

Whoever believes God's truth, and believes on Jesus Christ, is 
elect. 

Pause, my soul, and consider this. God loved thee before thou 
hadst a being. He loved thee when thou wast dead in trespasses 
and sins, and sent his Son to die for thee. He purchased thee 
with his precious blood ere thou couldst lisp his name. 
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FAITH. 

Faith is the saving grace — it is the connecting-link between 
the soul and Christ. Take that away and all is gone. 

He that feareth God knows half of God ; he that believeth 
God knoweth all of God that he can know; and the more he 
believeth God, the more he nnderstandeth God, the more he com- 
prehendeth his glory, his character, his nature, and his attributes. 

^ You will never get too much of this precious grace of faith. If 
you pay all the way to heaven, you will never have a penny to 
spare when you get to heaven's gate ; if you live on faith all your 
journey through, you will not have a pot of manna left. Pray, 
then, for an increase of faith. Let faith be the Aaron ; let prayer 
be the TJr ; and faith and prayer can hold up the hands of Moses, 
whilst the army below is fighting the enemy. Would you be kept 
from falling? Ye must be strong in faith. Little faith falls"; 
strong faith stands. 

While he had faith, Peter walked on the waves of the sea. 
That was a splendid walk ; I almost envy him treading upon the 
billows. Faith was Peter's life-buoy ; faith was Peter's charm— it 
kept him up; but unbelief sent him down. 

Christian, take good care of thy faith; for, recollect, faith is the 
only way whereby thou canst obtain blessings. Prayer cannot draw 
down answers from God's throne except it is the earnest prayer of 
the man who believes. 

If God gives you only half a grain of faith, that will carry you 
to heaven. If you can only say, " O Lord, I would believe, help 
thou mine unbelief ;* if you can but put out your hand with Simon 
Peter, and say, " Lord, save, or I perish," it is enough. If you can 
only pray that poor publican's prayer, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner," that will do. 
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Faith is the ladder on which my soul must walk to ascend to 
heaven. If I break that ladder how can I ever approach my God ? 
Faith is the angelic messenger between the soul and heaven. Faith 
is the telegraphic wire which links earth and heaven — on which 
God's blessings move so fast that before we call he answers, and 
while we are yet speaking he hears us. 

Have you little faith ? Take it to God, and he will turn it into 
great faith. There is no hot-house for growing tender plants in like 
a house that is within the curtains — the tabernacle of God, where 
the Shekinah dwelleth. 

Eeason is a candle ; but faith is a sun. Well, I prefer the sun, 
though I do not put out the candle. I use my reason as a Christian 
man; I exercise it constantly: but when I come to real warfare, 
reason is a wooden sword ; it breaks, it snaps ; while faith, that 
sword of true Jerusalem metal, cuts to the dividing of soul and body. 

Faith is the fire which consumes the sacrifice. Faith is the 
water which nurtures the root. Faith is the sap which imparts 
vitality to all the branches. If you have not faith all your graces 
must die. 

Faith is the salvation-grace. We are not saved by love ; but 
we are saved by grace, and we are saved by faith. We are not saved 
by courage, we are not saved by patience ; but we are saved by 
faith. 

Whatever you leave out of doors of a night, do not leave that 
little child faith ; whatsoever plant is exposed to the frost, be sure 
to put faith within. Take care of faith, for it is so weak generally, 
it needs well to have a good preservation. 

In the deepest winter time faith is a road on which the horses 
of prayer may travel — ay, and all the better for the biting frost ! 
But blockade the road, and how can we communicate with our great 
King? 
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If ye would be Christian larks, and not Christian owls, seek to 
have more faith ; if ye would mount in sunshine, and carol like the 
bird of day, then seek strong confidence. 

Faith is the silver thread upon which the pearls of the graces 
are to be strung. Break that, and you have broken the string — the 
pearls lie scattered on the ground ; nor can you wear them for your 
own adornment. 

Virtues without faith are whitewashed sins. Obedience with- 
out faith, if it is possible, is a gilded disobedience. Not to believe 
nullifies everything. It is the fly in the ointment ; it is the poison 
in the pot. 

Live by faith, in the power of the Spirit, in the beauty of holi- 
ness, in the hope of the Gospel, in the joy of your God, in the mag- 
nificence, and yet the humility, of the children of the great King. 



FEAR 

Scripture has honoured fear, for the whole of piety is compre- 
hended in these words, "Fear God ;" "the fear of the Lord;" "them 
that fear him/' These phrases are employed to express true piety. 

Fear just goes in proportion to love, and the brightest love is 
congenial and must walk side by side with the deepest jealousy 
and the profoundest fear. 

If there be a man who has an assurance of such a kind as to 
put fear out of the question, so that he is never afraid of sinning, I 
will tell him he has a Satanic assurance, an assurance which came 
from Satan and not from God ; for the more assured we are of our 
own conversion, the more careful we shall be lest we should offend 
God, and the more fearful lest, by word, or look, or deed, we should 
grieve God's Holy Spirit. 
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Fear hath paralysed the arm of the most gigantic Christian, 
stopped him in his race, and impeded him in his labours. Faith can 
do anything ; but fear, sinful fear, can do just nothing at all, but 
even prevent faith from performing its labours. 

It is said of Moses, that when he saw the burning bush he 
feared to look upon God. God is so great a Being that the rightly 
constituted mind must always fear when it approaches into his 
presence. 

All Christians, when they are in a right state, are afraid of 
falling into sin. Holy fear is the proper condition of a child of God. 
Even the most confident will not go into presumption. He that 
knows his love to the Saviour, and his Saviour's love to him, is yet 
afraid lest he should dishonour him. 

Fear hath made the Christian to sorrow both by night and 
day ; a cankering fear lest his wants should not be provided for, and 
his necessities supplied, has driven the Christian to unworthy 
thoughts ; and distrustful, doubting fear hath made him dishonour 
God, and prevented him sucking the honey out of the promises. 

There are some of God's best children who always grow in 
the shade of fear, and can scarcely attain to so much as to say, " I 
know whom I have believed." Darkness suits them best ; their 
eyes are weak, and much sunlight seems to blind them ; they love 
the shadows. 



GOD. 

God Almighty, from his very essence and nature, must be an 
Omniscient God. Strike out the thought that he sees me, and you 
extinguish Deity by a single stroke. There were no God if that 
God had no eyes, for a blind God were no God at all. 
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The proper study of God's elect is God ; the proper study of a 
Christian is the Godhead. 

God is a master-mind ; he arranged everything in his gigantic 
intellect long before he did it ; and, once having settled it, he never 
alters. 

A man who has an honest conscience and a sane mind, when he 
lifts his eyes up yonder to read the stars, will see those stars spell 
out in golden letters this word — God; and when he looks below 
upon the waves, if his ears are honestly opened, he will hear each 
wave proclaiming, God. 

There is no attribute of God more comforting to his children 
than the doctrine of Divine Sovereignty. 

There was a time when all that we now behold of Gfod's great 
universe was yet unborn, slumbering within the mind of God, as 
yet uncreate and non-existent; yet there was God, and he was 
" over all blessed for ever;" though no seraphs hymned his praises, 
though no strong-winged cherubs flashed like lightning to do his 
high behests, though he was without a retinue, yet he sat as a king 
on his throne, the mighty God, for ever to be worshipped. 

Take any one attribute of God, and I will write semper idem 
on it (always the same). Take any one thing you can say of God 
now, and it may be said not only in the dark past, but in the bright 
future it shall always remain the same : " I am Jehovah, I change 
not." 

Oh ! what a blessing that we have our household God as well 
as the Bomans ! Our God is a household God. He comes to live 
with his people; he loves the tents of Jacob. 

Whatever the attributes of God were of old, that they are now ; 
and of each of them we may sing, " As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.* 
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On the brow of the Eternal there is ne'er a furrow ; his hair is 
unwhitened by age ; his arm is unpalsied by weakness ; his heart 
does not change in its affections; his will does not vary in its 
purpose ; he is the Immutable Jehovah, standing fast and for ever. 

Infinity has written on its very brow the word " immutability." 

A sinner can call God God, but he must always put in an 
adjective, and speak of God as an angry God, an incensed God, or 
an offended God. But the Christian can say, " My God," without 
putting in any adjective except it be a sweet one wherewithal to 
extol him ; for now we who were sometime afar off are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ. 

Not all the music blown from sweet instruments, or drawn 
from living strings, could ever give such melody as this sweet 
promise, " I will be their God." Oh ! here is a very sea of bliss, a 
very ocean of delight; come, bathe thy spirit in it; thou may'st 
swim, ay, to eternity, and never find a shore ; thou may'st dive to 
the very infinite and never find the bottom. 

Though God is the ruler of all men, yet his rule is special 
towards his children. While he gives the world a law upon stone, 
he gives to his child a law in his heart. 

Any other man's voice could not pardon sin; none but the 
voice of the monarch can speak pardon to the subject; and God's is 
a majestic voice, for he has only to speak, and our pardon is at once 
signed, sealed, and ratified. 

Could I command Etna with its flames and smoke to cease its 
ebullitions, and should it at once be still, I had not worked a deed 
so mighty as when God speaks to a boiling spirit sending forth fire 
and smoke, and bids it stay. The everlasting God exhibits more 
power in turning a sinner from the error of his ways, than in the 
creation of a world or the sustentation of an universe. 
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Do not serve God because you dare not do other than serve 
him, because you are afraid not to serve him ; do not do it from fear ; 
do not work like a negro slave under his master's lash ; but serve 
him, your Master, from pure delight, because he is your Ishi, your 
husband. 

God is everywhere : he is a God who filleth immensity : the 
heavens are not wide enough for him ; he graspeth the sun with one 
hand and the moon with the other ; he stretcheth himself through 
the unnavigated ether ; where the wing of seraph hath never been 
flapped, there is God ; and where the solemnity of silence has never 
been broken by the song of cherub, there is God. 

From the crown of your head to the sole of your foot, God is 
examining you now ; his scalpel is in your heart, his lancet in your 
breast ; he is searching your heart and trying your reins ; he knows 
you behind and before. 

Shut me out from the animate creation, and put me on the 
barren rock, where moss itself cannot find a footing ; and I shall 
there discern my God bearing up the pillars of the universe, and 
sustaining that bare rock as a part of the colossal foundation 
whereon he hath built the world. 

Conceive space, and God and space are equal. He doth not 
look upon me from a distance : but he is here, close by my side, and 
not by me only, but in me ; within this heart ; where these lungs 
beat ; or where my blood rushes through my veins ; or where this 
pulse is beating, like a muffled drum, my march to death. 

This world is nothing but a huge glass bee-hive. God looks 
down on you, and he sees you all. You go into your little cells in 
the streets of this huge city ; you go to your business, your pleasure, 
your devotions, and your sins ; but remember, wherever you go, you 
are like the bees under a great glass shade, you can never get away 
from God's observation. 
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It were difficult in the extreme to imagine a divinity who could 
not behold the actions of the works of his hands. The word which 
the Greek applied to God implied that he was a God who could see. 
They called him Ocos (Theos) ; and they derived that word, if I read 
rightly, from the root fourtiat (theisthai), to see, because they re- 
garded God as being the all-seeing one, whose eye took in the 
whole universe at a glance, and whose knowledge extended far 
beyond that of mortals. 

When God works his wonders he always conceals himself. 
Even the motion of his feet causes clouds to arise ; and if these 
" clouds are but the dust of his feet," how deep must be that dense 
darkness which veils the brow of the Eternal ! 

God has a window in every man's heart, through which he 
looks. He can read every word that is in your breast : he knows 
every thought, every imagination, every conception. 

In the great, and in the little, there is God — God in everything, 
working all things according to the counsel of his own will. God 
hath bounded the sea with a barrier of sand ; and if the sea mount 
up wave after wave, yet it shall not exceed its allotted channel. 
Everything is of God ; and unto him who guideth the stars and 
wingeth sparrows, who ruleth planets and yet moveth atoms, who 
speaks thunders and yet whispers zephyrs, unto him be glory. 



GOOD WORKS. 



Good works, I know whence you come! Ye come floating down 
on the stream of grace, and if I did not have that stream of grace 
always flowing, I should never find good works coming from me. 

In every age those who have held the doctrines of grace have 
exhibited in their lives a holy walk and conversation. 
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29 



Good works spring from union with Christ. The more a man 
knows and feels himself to be one with Jesus, the more holy 
will he be. The very fact that Christ and the Christians become 
one makes the Christian Christ-like. 

When once the human heart is put under the microscope of 
Scripture, and we see it with a spiritual eye, we see it to be so vile 
and filthy, that we are quite sure that, until we have a new heart and 
a right spirit, it would be just as impossible to expect to find good 
works in an unrighteous, unconverted man as to hope to see fire 
burning in the midst of the ocean. 

The children of God are a holy people ; for this very purpose 
were they born and brought into the world, that they should be 
holy ; for this they were redeemed with blood, and made a peculiar 
people. 

The man who comes to God's house, and drinks "wine on the 
lees, well refined," and then goes away and drinks the cup and enjoys 
the company of the ungodly, gives no evidence that he is a partaker 
of divine grace. 

Until our conversion, there is not the shadow of goodness about 
us. In the eye of the world we may be reputable and respectable, 
but in the eye of God we are nothing of the sort 

Good works prove that I have perfect righteousness in Christ ; 
they do not help the righteousness of Christ, nor yet in any way 
make me righteous. Good works are of no use whatever in the 
matter of justification. 

There is nothing like faithful practice and holy living, if we 
would preach to the world. The reason why Christianity does not 
advance with a mightier stride is simply this : — that professors are 
in a large measure a disgrace to religion, and many of those who are 
joined to the church have no more godliness than those who are 
out of it. 
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When our works are done from the best motives, nothing is a 
good work unless it is done with faith ; for " without faith it is 
impossible to please God." Like Cain we may build the altar, and 
lay the first fruits of the earth upon it, and it may appear an acceptable 
sacrifice in itself ; but if destitute of the salt of faith, there it will lie — 
it will not be accepted by God, for without faith it is impossible to 
please him. 

Christian men hold themselves bound to keep all God's pre- 
cepts; but the reason why they do so is, not because the law is 
binding upon them, but because the gospel constrains them ; they 
believe that, having been redeemed by blood divine, having been 
purchased by Jesus Christ, they are more bound to keep his com- 
mands than they would have been if they were under the law. 

A Christian should be a striking likeness of Jesus Christ. 
You have read lives of Christ, beautifully and eloquently written, 
and you have admired the talent of the persons who could write so 
well ; but the best life of Christ is his living biography, written out 
in the words and actions of his people. 

"We must not look for good works in an evil nature any more 
than we should look for the grapes of Sorek on the vines of Gomorrah. 

We should be pictures of Christ, such striking likenesses of 
him, that the world would not to have to hold us up by the hour 
together, and say, " Well, it seems somewhat of a likeness ;" but 
they would, when they once beheld us, exclaim, " He has been with 
Jesus ; he is like him ; he has caught the very idea of the holy Man 
of Nazareth, and he expands it into his very life and every-day 
actions." 

The best works of the best man, who is out of Christ, are 
nothing but splendid sins — varnished sins. You have as great need 
to be forgiven for your good works as you have for your bad ones, 
if you are out of Christ. 
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There is no motive which can be said to be good but the glory 
of God. He who performs good works with a view to save himself 
does not do them from a good motive, because his motive is selfish. 

The Christian, though he feels he never can mount to the 
heights of complete excellence, and perceives that he never can on 
earth become the exact image of Christ, still holds it up before him, 
and measures his own deficiencies by the distance between himself 
and Jesus. Forgetting all he has attained, he will press forward, 
crying, Excelsior! going upwards still, desiring to be conformed 
more and more to the image of Christ. 

Good works are a Christian's sermon. A sermon is not what a 
man says, but what he does. You who practise are preaching. The 
sermon that is preached by the mouth is soon forgotten ; but what 
we preach by our lives is never forgotten. 

Do not the stars, while they shine, look down from heaven and 
say there is God ? Do not the winds chant God's name, in their 
mighty howlings ? Do not the waves murmur it upon the shore, or 
thunder it in the storms ? Do not the floods and the fields, the skies 
and the plains, the mountains and the valleys, the streamlets and 
the rivers, all speak for God ? Assuredly they do ; and a new-born 
creature — the man created in Christ — must preach Christ wherever 
he goes. 

Christians who think they can walk in holiness without keeping 
up perpetual fellowship with Christ have made a great mistake. If 
you would be holy, you must live close to Jesus. Good works 
spring only thence. 
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THE GOSPEL. 

Bethlehem was not the birth-place of the Gospel. There was 
a Gospel in the wilderness of Sinai, although it might be confused 
with the smoke of the incense, and only to be seen through slaugh- 
tered victims. Yea, more, we go back to the fair trees of Eden, and 
there was a Gospel, for we hear the voice of God, as he spoke to 
recreant man, " The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's 
head" 

There be men that quite misunderstand the Gospel ; they 
think that righteousness qualifies them to come to Christ ; whereas 
sin is the only qualification for a man to come to Jesus. 

The Gospel of Christ will make hell hotter to some men than 
it otherwise would have been. Men would all have sunk to hell, 
had it not been for the Gospel. The grace of God reclaims " a 
multitude that no man can number;" but, at the same time, 
it does to those who reject it make their damnation even more 
dreadful. 

A truth perverted is generally worse than a doctrine which all 
know to be false. As fire, one of the most useful of the elements, 
can also cause the fiercest of conflagrations, so the Gospel, the best 
thing we have, can be turned to the vilest account. 

Only let the Gospel thoroughly pervade all ranks of society, 
and saturate the mind of nations, and there shall be no more lifting 
of spears, they shall be used for pruning hooks ; no bathing of 
swords in blood, they shall be turned into peaceful ploughshares of 
the soil; we shall then have no "hosts encountering hosts," no 
millions slain for widows to deplore ; but every mau shall meet 
every other man, and call him " brother." 

The Gospel is preached in proportion as we have Calvary 
exalted, and Christ magnified. These are the things we want, Cal- 
vary preaching, Calvary theology, Calvary books, Calvary sermons. 
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I have an old sword, but it is not a rusty one ; though it hath 
hacked and cut many a Kahab, yet it has not a single mark of weak- 
ness upon itself— it is as new as when it was first forged upon the 
anvil of wisdom. 

What poor ideas men have of the value of Christ's Gospel, if 
they think they can buy it ! God will not have your rusty 
farthings to buy heaven with. 

It is a free Gospel, free as the air ; and he who has but life to 
breathe it may breathe it ; so that every poor soul who is quick- 
ened, and has a sense of his guilt, may come to Christ. 

The Gospel really felt in the mind will toll the knell of selfish- 
ness ; it will bring down the proud from their elevated solitude, and 
restore the down-trodden to the rights of our common manhood. 
We need only the Gospel thoroughly preached to bring about 
"liberty, equality, and fraternity," in the best sense of these words. 

The truths of Christianity work out their perfect work ; and 
pride, bitterness, wrath, envy, and malice, must see their graves. 

To preach the Gospel is to proclaim with trumpet tongue and 
flaming zeal the unsearchable riches of Christ, so that men may 
hear, and, understanding, may turn to God with full purpose of 
heart. 



GRACE. 

A sinful creature can have no claim upon God; that would 
be to make salvation of works and not of grace. If men can merit 
salvation, then to save them is only payment of a debt, and he 
gives them nothing more than he ought. But grace must be dis- 
tinguishing if it be grace at alL 
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Grace knows no distinction ; it is no respecter of persons, but 
God calleth whom he wills, and he called the worst of publicans, 
in the worst of cities, from the worst of trades. 

Grace is not spoiled by the rotten wooden spout it runs through. 
God did once speak by an ass to Balaam, but that did not spoil 
his words. He can fill the mouth of ravens with food for an Elijah, 
and yet the raven is a raven still. 

God does choose the last men : he does not care for the diamond, 
but he picks up the pebble stones, for he is able, out of " stones, to 
raise up children unto Abraham." God is more wise than the 
chemist : he not only refines gold, but he transmutes base metal 
into precious jewels; he takes the filthiest and the vilest, and 
fashions them into glorious beings, makes them saints, whereas 
they have been sinners, and sanctifies them, whereas they have 
been unholy. 

He who has grace in his heart is free ; he has right upon his 
side ; he has God within him — the indwelling Spirit of the Holy 
Ghost ; he is a prince of the blood royal of heaven ; he is a noble, 
having the true patent of nobility ; he is one of God's elect, dis- 
tinguished, chosen children, and he is not the man to bend or 
meanly cringe. 

It is a blessed sign of the work of grace in the heart, when 
man begins to consider God. If we desire to seek after God, to 
know him, to be at peace with him, it is a sign that God has 
dealings with our soul, otherwise we should still have hated his 
name and abhorred his character. 

The first work of grace is to enlighten the soul. By nature we 
are entirely dark ; the Spirit, like a lamp, sheds light into the dark 
heart, revealing its corruption, displaying its sad state of destitution, 
and, in due time, revealing Christ, so that in his light we may see 
light. 
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A sinner without grace attempting to reform himself is like 
Sisyphus rolling the stone up hill, which always comes down with 
greater force. A man without grace attempting to save himself 
is engaged in as hopeless a task as the daughters of Danaus, when 
they attempted to fill a vast vessel with bottomless buckets. He 
has a bow without a string, a sword without a blade, a gun without 
powder. 

He who bindeth Leviathan and cutteth the dragon in twain, 
if he have purposes of grace towards you, will work those purposes 
out. If he be determined to save, he will himself lure you into 
the wilderness, and give you a new heart and a right spirit ; and 
if so he hath decreed it, the hour shall come when with one blow 
from the hammer of his word your heart shall be broken in pieces, 
and with one word from the book of cordials your soul shall re- 
joice in pardon bought with blood. 

Our only hope, our only plea, still hangs on grace, as exhibited 
in the person of Jesus Christ. We must utterly reject and disre- 
gard all thought that -our graces, which are gifts of our Lord, 
which are his right-hand planting, could have ever caused his love. 

The doctrines of grace will give to the soul God's sweet lullaby, 
wherewith he singeth his children to sleep, even in storms. They 
are God's sheet anchors, which are cast out into the sea, to hold 
our little vessels fast in the midst of tempests. 

There is a cementing power in the grace of God which can 
scarcely be over estimated. It resets the dislocated bones of society, 
rivets the bonds of friendship, and welds the broken metal of man- 
hood into one united mass. 

The glorified spirits above are not more acceptable to God 
than the poor man below, who is once justified by grace. It is a 
perfect washing, it is perfect pardon, perfect imputation ; we are 
fully, freely, and wholly accepted, through Christ our Lord. 
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If grace did not guide a man, he would go astray, though there 
were hand-posts all the way to heaven. Let it be written, " Miklat, 
Miklat, the way to refuge," he would turn aside, and the avenger of 
blood would overtake him, if some guide did not, like the angels in 
Sodom, put his hand on his shoulders, and cry, " Escape for thy life ! 
look not behind thee ; stay not in all the plain." 

He who boasts of grace has little grace to boast of : there are 
some who think their graces can keep them, knowing not that the 
stream must flow constantly from the fountain head, else the bed 
of the brook shall soon be dry, and we shall see the pebbles at the 
bottom. If a continuous stream of oil come not to the lamp, though 
it burn brightly to-day, it shall smoke to-morrow, and noxious 
will be the scent thereof. 

Grace makes the great man give his hand to the poor, and con- 
fess a heavenly relationship; grace weaves the threads of our 
separate individualities into one undivided unity. 

Get a knowledge of that science which is the most despised, 
but which is the most necessary of all, — the science of Christ cru- 
cified, and of the great doctrines of grace. 

Never shall we value grace so much as when we see the evil 
from which it delivers us ; never shall we more abhor sin than when 
we discern its visible deformity. 



HEAVEN. 

I do think the first day in heaven will be a day of surprise; 
when we shall have no devil to tempt us, and no sin to pain us, and 
no trouble to grieve us ; when we find ourselves all pure. I think 
we shall scarcely know what to do, we shall be so surprised. 
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Oh, what songs must those be which the Eternal ever hears 
upon his throne ! What seraphic sonnets those which are trilled 
from the lips of pure immortals ; where they warble ever hymns of 
joy and gladness, never intermingled with one sigh, or groan, or 
worldly care ! Happy songsters ! when shall I your chorus join ? 

In heaven they do not sing — 

11 Glory, honour, praise, and power, 
Be unto ourselves for ever ; 
We have been our own Redeemers ; — Hallelujah ! " 

They never sing praise to themselves ; they glorify not their own 
strength ; but they ascribe their salvation, from beginning to end, 
to God. 

Ask them how they were saved, and they reply, " The Lamb 
hath made us what we are." Ask them whence their glories came, 
and they tell you, "They were bequeathed to us by the dying 
Lamb." Ask whence they obtained the gold of their harps, and 
they say, " It was dug in mines of agony and bitterness by Jesus." 
Inquire who strung their harps, and they will tell you that Jesus 
took each sinew of his body to make them. 

No heaven will be so sweet as a heaven which has been pre- 
ceded by torments and pains. Methinks the deeper draughts of 
woe we drink here below the sweeter will be those draughts of 
eternal glory which we shall receive from the golden bowls of bliss ; 
the more we are battered and scarred here below the more glorious 
will be our victory above, when the shouts of a thousand times ten 
thousand angels welcome us to our Father's palace. 

Our friend John, the highly-favoured apostle of the Apocalypse, 
has given us just one note from heaven's song ; we shall strike that 
note, and sound it again and again. I shall strike the tuning-fork 
of heaven and let you hear one of the key-notes : — " And hath made 
us unto our God kings and priests : and we shall reign on the 
earth." 
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Some persons on earth do not know where to put the crown : 
but those in heaven do. They place the diadem on the right head. 

We shall be as pure as Adam in the garden, with this addition, 
that our purity shall be not merely spotless, but shall be so white 
that it shall be white beyond the possibility of ever being spotted. 

If you cannot embrace all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, no 
matter to what denomination they may belong, and cannot regard 
them as your brethren in the Lord, and as belonging to the 
universal church, you have not hearts large enough to go to 
heaven. 

The Lord will have in heaven some very big sinners that have 
gone further astray than anybody that ever lived, the most extra- 
ordinary extravaganzas of vice, just to make the melody com- 
plete by singing some of those soprano notes which you and I, 
because we have not gone so far astray, will never be able to utter. 

God has selected some to take those alto notes in the scale of 
of praise. Oh ! how will such sing, if grace — free grace — shall 
have mercy upon them. 



THE HOLY SPIRIT. 



I do not think any man has power over his fellow-creature's 
will ; but the Spirit of God has. He maketh the unwilling sinner 
so willing that he is impetuous after the Gospel ; he who was obsti- 
nate now hurries to the cross. He who laughed at Jesus now 
hangs on his mercy ; and he who would not believe is now made 
by the Holy Spirit to do it, not only willingly, but eagerly ; he re- 
joices in the sound of Jesus' name, and delights to run in the way 
of the Lord's commandments. 
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The corporeal frame of the Lord Jesus Christ was a master-' 
piece of the Holy Spirit. I suppose his body to have excelled all 
others in beauty ; to have been like that of the first man, the very 
pattern of what the body is to be in heaven, when it shall shine 
forth in all its glory. That fabric, in all its beauty and perfection, 
was modelled by the Spirit. 

The Spirit alone has power over man's heart. If any man 
thinks that a minister can convert the soul, I wish he would try. 
Let him go and be a Sabbath-school teacher ; he shall have the 
best books that can be obtained, he shall have the best rules, he 
shall draw his lines of circumvallation about his spiritual Sebastopol, 
he shall take the best boy in his class, and if he is not tired in a week 
I shall be very much mistaken. 

The power of the Holy Spirit is your bulwark, and all his omni- 
potence defends you. Can your enemies overcome omnipotence? 
then they can conquer you. Can they wrestle with Deity, and 
hurl him to the ground ? then they might conquer you. For the 
power of the Spirit is our power ; the might of the Spirit is our 
might. 

The creation of every man is the work of the Spirit : and the 
creation of all life and all flesh-existence in this world is as much to 
be ascribed to his power as the first garnishing of the heavens, or 
the fashioning of the crooked serpent. 

Many a good old Jerusalem blade has been blunted against the 
hard heart. Many a piece of the true steel that God has put into 
the hands of his servants has had the edge turned by being set up 
against the sinner's heart. We cannot reach the soul, but the 
Holy Spirit can. 

There are four works which are the outward and manifest signs 
of the power of the Spirit : creation works ; resurrection works ; 
works of attestation, or of witness ; and the works of grace. 
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The Spirit can make Sinai's thunders audible ; yea, and he can 
make the sweet whisperings of Calvary enter into the souL 

Let the Gospel be preached and the Spirit poured out, and you 
will see that it has such power to change the conscience, to amelio- 
rate the conduct, to raise the debased, to chastise and to curb the 
wickedness of the race, that you must glory in it 

The creation of the heavens above us is said to be the work of 
God's Spirit. All the stars of heaven are said to have been placed 
aloft by the Spirit, and one particular constellation called the 
" crooked serpent " is specially pointed out as his handiwork. He 
looseth the bands of Orion ; he bindeth the sweet influences of the 
Pleiades, and guides Arcturus with his sons. 

My Master has given instructions to his Holy Spirit that if 
men will not come of themselves, he should compel them to come 
in that his house may be filled. Then, poor sinner, you must be 
welcome, he will have enough sinners to fill his table. 

The Spirit of God speaks in the heart of man without the 
use of means. There be many secret impulses, many solemn 
thoughts, many mysterious directions given to us without a single 
word uttered, by the simple motions of God's Spirit in the heart 

While God is pouring out his Spirit till some hearts are fall to 
the very brim, there are some dry, without a drop of heavenly 
moisture. But the day of God's power is a day of personal power 
in our souls, like that day of Zaccheus when the Lord said, " Make 
haste, and come down." It is a day not of argument of man, but 
a day of omnipotent power — God working in the heart 

When the Holy Ghost comes home to a man, God's arrow goes 
into his heart ; it does not graze his helmet, or make some little 
mark upon his armour, but it penetrates between the joints of his 
harness, entering the marrow of the souL 
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When God the Holy Ghost has dealings with a man, they are 
always immediate dealings. 

If God the Holy Ghost hath shown thee that thou art dead in 
sin ; if he hath revealed to thee the desperate character of thine 
iniquity, and broken thee in pieces with penitence on account of 
thy guilt — hear me, I speak not now at hap-hazard, I speak with 
God's authority — Jesus Christ died for thee ; yes, for thee, thou 
vilest of the vile. 

When by the Holy Spirit our eyes have been anointed with 
eye-salve, we have sometimes caught a sufficient glimpse of Christ 
to know him by it We have never seen him except reflectedly. 
When we have looked on the Bible, he has been above us and looked 
down upon it ; and we have looked there as into a looking-glass, 
and have seen him " as in a glass darkly." 

With the word of God there goeth forth his Holy Spirit, which 
changes men, renews their characters and hearts, and makes them 
what they never were before. 

There is nothing like reading an illuminated Bible. You may 
read to all eternity, and never learn anything by it, unless it is illu- 
minated by the Spirit ; and then the words shine forth like stars. 
The book seems made of gold leaf; every single letter glitters like 
a diamond. 

It needs but little intellect to be taught of God. If you feel 
your ignorance, do not despair. Go to the Spirit— the great Teacher 
— and ask his sacred influence ; and it shall come to pass that he 
" shall guide you into all truth." 

No man can know Jesus Christ unless he is taught of God. 
There is no doctrine of the Bible which can be safely, thoroughly, 
and truly learned, except by the agency of the one authoritative 
teacher. 
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The same promise that Christ made to his apostles stands 
good to all his children ; and in reviewing it we shall take it as our 
portion and heritage, and shall not consider ourselves intruders 
upon the manor of the apostles, or upon their exclusive rights and 
prerogatives. Jesus says even to us, "When he, the Spirit of 
truth is come, he will guide you into all truth/' 

Canst thou measure the love of the Spirit ? Dost thou know 
how great is the affection of his soul towards thee ? Go, measure 
heaven with thy span ; go, weigh the mountains in scales ; go, take 
the ocean's water, and tell each drop ; go, count the sand upon the 
sea's wide shore, and when thou hast accomplished this thou canst 
tell how much he loveth thee. 

How wise the Holy Spirit is ! He takes the soul and dissects 
it in a moment ; he finds out the root of the matter, he sees where 
the complaint is, he applies the knife where something is required 
to be taken away, or puts a plaster where the sore is ; and he never 
mistakes. 

We may preach for ever, but unless God the Spirit shall begin 
the work, it will be of no more use than if we preached to stocks 
and stones. 

No man ever learns anything aright, unless he is taught of the 
Spirit. You may learn election, and you may know it so that you 
shall be damned by it if you are not taught of the Holy Ghost. I 
have known some who have learned election to their soul's destruc- 
tion : they have learned it so that they said they were elect, whereas 
they had no marks, no evidences, no work of the Holy Ghost in their 
souls. 
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HUMILITY. 

Humility is the herald which ushers in the great king ; it 
walks before honour ; and he who has humility will have honour 
afterwards. 

There is a kind of oily, sanctimonious, proud humility, which is 
not the genuine article, though it is sometimes extremely like it. 
It arrayeth itself in the simplest dress in the world ; it talks in the 
gentlest style ; it says, " We must not intrude our own peculiar sen- 
timents, but must always walk in love and charity." But it is 
charitable to all except those who hold God's truth, and it is hum- 
ble to all when it is forced to be humble. 

There will be three effects of nearness to Jesus, all beginning 
with the letter h — humility, happiness, and holiness. 

God often clothes his children with honour in the face of their 
adversaries, and makes the wicked confess that the Lord is with 
them in deed and in truth. But God forbids our making that honour 
a cloak for pride, and bids us seek humility, which always accom- 
panies as well as precedes true honour. 

Humility must be genuine ; the imitation of it is the nearest 
thing in the world to pride. Seek of God the gift of true humility. 
Seek to have that breaking in pieces by the Holy Spirit, that break- 
ing in the mortar with the pestle, which God himself gives to his 
children. Seek that every twig of his rod may drive pride out of 
you. 

Humble souls, rejoice ; proud souls, go on in your proud ways, 
but know that they end in destruction. Climb up the ladder of 
your pride, you shall fall over on the other side and be dashed to 
pieces. Ascend the steep hill of your glory ; the higher you climb 
the more terrible will be your fall. 
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It is not humility to underrate yourself. Humility is to think 
of yourself, if you can, as God thinks of you. It is to feel that if 
we have talents, God has given them to us, and let it be seen that, 
like freight in a vessel, they tend to sink us low. Humility is to feel 
ourselves lost, ruined, and undone ; to be killed by the same hand 
which, afterwards, makes us alive ; to be ground to pieces as to our 
own doings and willings ; to know and trust in none but Jesus. 

As truly as the Lord has humbled you, he will exalt you. And 
the more you are brought low, the more you are in the dust, so much 
the more reason you have to hope. So far from the bottom of the 
sea being a place over which we cannot be carried to heaven, it is 
one of the nearest places to heaven's gate. 

If a man says, "I have had such and such spiritual communi- 
cations, I am a great man/' he has never had any communications 
at all ; for " God has respect unto the humble, but the proud he 
knoweth afar off" 

Humility is to feel that we have no power of ourselves, but 
that it all cometh from God : it is to lean on our beloved, to believe 
that he has trodden the wine-press alone, to lie on his bosom and 
slumber sweetly there, to exalt him, and think less than nothing of 
ourselves. It is to annihilate self, and to exalt the Lord Jesus 
Christ as all in alL 

True humility does not continually talk about " dust and ashes," 
and prate about its infirmities, but it feels all that which others say, 
for it possesses an inwrought feeling of its own nothingness. 

If thou art a Christian I bid thee look at thy Master, talking 
to the children, bending from the majesty of his divinity to speak 
to mankind on earth, tabernacling with the peasants of Galilee, and 
then — ay, depth of condescension unparalleled — washing his dis- 
ciples' feet, and wiping them with the towel after supper. 
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Every grace seems like a nail on which precious blessings hang, 
and humility hath many a mercy suspended from it. 

Humility holds by no means an inferior place in God's word, 
and there are hundreds of promises linked to it. 

Christian, be thou like thy Master— one who can stoop ; yea, 
be thou one who thinks it no stooping, but rather esteems others 
better than himself, counts it his honour to sit with the poorest of 
Christ's people, and says, u If my name may be but written in the 
obscurest part of the book of life, it is enough for me, so unworthy 
am I of his notice ! " Be like Christ in his humility. 



LOVE. 

We must amalgamate with our boldness the loveliness of Jesus' 
disposition. Let courage be the brass, let love be the gold. Let us 
mix the two together, so shall we produce a rich Corinthian metal, 
fit to be manufactured into the beautiful gate of the temple. 

Behold in Christ love consolidated ! He was one mighty pillar 
of benevolence. As God is love, so Christ is love. Christians, be 
ye loving also. Let your love and beneficence beam out on all 
men. Say not, u Be ye warmed, and be ye filled," but " give a por- 
tion to seven, and also to eight." 

Everything in this world telleth of love. But would you know 
the heights and depths, and length and breadths, of the love of (rod 
which passeth knowledge, come to the cross. 

The more God lives in the Christian, the better the Christian 
loves him ; the oftener God comes to see him, the better he loves 
God. And God loves his people all the more when they are familiar 
with him. 
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Learn the omnipotence of love. O love, thou art the conqueror 
of all hearts, thou art the sum of Godhead, thou art the explana- 
tion of divinity. 

All the punishment of Christ's people was distilled into one 
cup ; no mortal lip might give it so much as a solitary sip. When 
he put it to his lips, it was so bitter, he well nigh spurned it — 
" Let this cup pass from me." But love for his people was so strong, 
that he took the cup in both his hands, and 

" At one tremendous draught of love, 
He drank damnation dry." 

There is a voice in love, it speaks a language which is its own, 
it has an idiom and a brogue which none can mimic ; wisdom can- 
not imitate it ; oratory cannot attain unto it ; it is love alone which 
can reach the mourning heart ; love is the only handkerchief which 
can wipe the mourner's tears away. 

The epistles of John are perfumed with love. The word is con- 
tinually occurring, while the spirit enters into every sentence. Each 
letter is thorougly impregnated with this heavenly honey. If he 
speaks of God, his name must be love ; are the brethren mentioned, 
he loves them ; and even of the world itself, he writes, " God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son." From the 
opening to the conclusion, love is the manner, love the matter, love 
the motive, and love the aim. 

What is this great world of ours but " love " spelled out large? 
The stars, if we could read them rightly, spell " love." If we could 
interpret the language of the floods, we should hear them whisper- 
ing " love." And could we gather together all flowers, and distil 
their essence, and get an extract from them all, we should find that 
its smell was " love." 

As the streams run to the ocean, so do the all-sweet words of 
Jesus tend to himself : launch thy bark upon any one of them, and 
it shall bear thee onward to the broad sea of his love. 
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PARDON. 

If a man has offended me I can forgive him ; but if he has 
offended God I cannot forgive him. The only discharge possible is 
pardon by God ; but then it is the only pardon necessary. 

u I will cast thy sins into the depths of the sea," — not into the 
shallows where they might be fished up again, but into the depths 
of the sea, where Satan himself cannot find them. There are no 
such things as sins recorded against God's people. Christ has so 
taken them away, that sin becomes a nonentity to Christians — through 
Jesu's blood they are clean. 

It is only God that can forgive satisfactorily ; no human pardon 
can ease the troubled conscience. The self-righteous Pharisee may 
be content to give himself into the hands of a priest to be rocked to 
sleep in the cradle of delusion, but the poor convinced sinner wants 
something more than the arrogant dictum of a priest— he feels all is 
vain, — unless Jehovah himself shall say, "I have blotted out thy 
sins for mine own sake." 

By nature man conceives that he does not need Christ ; he thinks 
that he has a robe of righteousness of his own, that he is well-dressed, 
that he is not naked, that he needs not Christ's blood to wash him, 
that he is not black or crimson, and needs no grace to purify him. 
No man knows his need until God shows it to him; and, until 
the Holy Spirit reveals the necessity of pardon, no man will seek 
pardon. 

The one pardoning word of the Lord of all absolution hath put 
music into all things, even as the trump of the archangel shall 
breathe life into the dead. 

Unutterable mercy! There is no sinner out of hell so black 
but that God can wash him white. There is not out of the pit 
one so guilty that God is not able and willing to forgive him. 
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PRAYER 

Prater is one of the royal musicians; and although many 
do prefer his brother, who is called Praise, yet this one hath ever 
had an equal share of the King's favour. 

Perhaps you cannot say a word when you pray. God can in- 
terpret the naked wish ; he needs us not to light the candle of our 
desires with language: he can see the candle ere it is lit. 

One hearty prayer is better than ten thousand forms. One 
prayer coming from the soul is better than a myriad cold readings. 
As for prayers that spring from the mouth and head only, God 
abhors them; he loves those that come deep from the heart 

There is one thing which doth outstrip the telegraph : we can 
now send a message and receive an answer in a few moments; but 
I read of something in the Bible more swift than the electric fluid. 
" Before they call I will answer, and while they are speaking I will 
hear." 

Prayer is the ship which bringeth home the richest freight. It 
is the soil which yields the most abundant harvest 

Wherever there is an eye suffused with tears, wherever there 
is a lip quivering with agony, wherever there is a deep groan, or a 
penitential sigh, the ear of Jehovah is wide open : he puts our 
prayers, like rose leaves, between the pages of his book of remem- 
brance, and when the volume is opened at last, there shall be a 
precious fragrance springing up therefrom. 

All the Christian virtues are locked up in that word, prayer. 
Tell me you are a man of prayer, and I will reply at once, " Sir, I 
have no doubt of the reality, as well as the sincerity, of your 
religion." 
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The moment Saul began to pray God began to hear. Do you 
not notice what attention God paid to Saul ? He knew the street 
where he lived : "Go to the street that is called Straight." He 
knew the house where he resided : " Enquire at the house of Judas." 
He knew his name : it was Saul. He knew the place where he 
came from : " Enquire for Saul of Tarsus." And he knew that he 
had prayed : " Behold, heprayeth." It is a glorious fact that prayers 
are noticed in heaven. 

If the angel stir not the pool, yet lie there still, for it may 
be that the moment when thou leavest will be the season of his 
descending. 

When one of God's elect is born, angels stand around his cradle. 
He grows up, and runs into sin ; angels follow him ; they gaze with 
sorrow upon his wanderings. The man is brought under the sound 
of the Gospel ! The word sinks into his heart, a tear runs down 
his cheek, and at last he cries from his inmost soul, " God, have 
mercy upon me !" See ! the angel claps his wings; up he flies to 
heaven, and says, " Brethren angels, * Behold, he prayeth.' " Then 
they set heaven's bells ringing ; they have a jubilee in glory. 

The poor, broken-hearted sinner, climbing up to his chamber, 
bends his knee, but can only utter his wailing in the language of 
sighs and tears. Lo ! that groan has made all the harps of heaven 
thrill with music; that tear has been caught by God and put into 
the lachrymatory of heaven, to be perpetually preserved. The 
suppliant, whose fears prevent his words, will be well understood by 
the Most High. He may only shed one hasty tear ; but " prayer 
is the falling of a tear." Tears are the diamonds of heaven ; sighs 
are a part of the music of Jehovah's throne. 

Prayerless souls are Christless souls; for you can have no 
real fellowship with Christ, no communion with the Father, unless 
you approach his mercy-seat, and be often there. 
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The best messengers to find out Christ are tears. They act on 
mercy like the magnet on the needle ; the tears of the Christian 
find out the heart of God. Go after thy Master with wet eyes, 
and he will come after thee. There is a sacred connection between 
Christ and weeping eyes ! 

" Prayer is the rope in the belfry ; we pull it, and it rings the 
bell up in heaven." Keep on pulling it; and, though the bell is 
up so high that you cannot hear it ring, depend upon it it can be 
heard in the tower of heaven, and is ringing before the throne of 
God, who will give you answers of peace according to your faith. 

Prayers from a heart that is wrung with the rough hand of 
sorrow are the most acceptable in the ears of the God of Sabaoth. 
If thou art sorrowing, then seek on, O Christian ! and think that 
thou art all the nearer to discovery when thy sorrows increase. 

Dost thou feel thyself sick? — go and pull the night- bell of 
prayer, and wake up thy physician. I beseech thee go and stir 
him up betimes, and he will give the cordial that will revive thee. 
Remember, thou art poor ; but thou hast " a kinsman, a mighty 
man of wealth ;" go and ask him to give thee of his abundance. 

Prayer is the key that openeth the cabinets of mystery. Prayer 
and faith are sacred picklocks that can open secrets and obtain 
great treasures. There is no college for holy education like that 
of the blessed Spirit, for he is an ever-present tutor, to whom we 
have only to bend the knee, and he is at our side, the great ex- 
positor of truth. 

Very frequently prayer and the answer attend each other, as 
the echo doth the speaker's voice. 
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PRIDE. 

I might paint pride as being the worst malformation of all the 
monstrous things in creation ; it hath nothing lovely in it, nothing 
in proportion, but everything in disorder. It is altogether the very 
reverse of the creatures which God hath made, which are pure and 
holy. 

See you yon bright angel chanting the loud anthem of praise 
before his Maker's throne ? Can anything tarnish that angel's glory, 
rob him of his harp, despoil him of his crown ? Yes ; see, there 
enters a destroyer, whose name is Pride. He assaults the angel, and 
his harp- strings are snapped in twain. His crown is taken from his 
brow, and his glory is departed, and yon falling spirit descending 
into hell is he who once was Lucifer, Son of the Morning. He has 
now become Father of Nights, even the Lord of Darkness, Satan, 
the Fallen One. 

Pride is a groundless thing. It standeth on the sands ; or, worse, 
it puts its foot on the billows, which yield beneath its tread ; or, 
worse still, it stands on bubbles, which soon must burst beneath its 
feet. Of all things pride has the worst foothold ; it has no solid 
rock whereon to place itself. We have reasons for almost every- 
thing, but we have no reasons for pride. Pride is a thing which 
should be unnatural to us, for we have nothing to be proud of. 

" O man ! if thou wert as mighty as Gabriel, and had all his 
holiness, still thou wouldst be an arrant fool to be proud, for pride 
would sink thee from thine angel station to the rank of devils, and 
bring thee from the place where Lucifer once dwelt, to take up 
thine abode in perdition. Pride exalts its head, and seeks to honour 
itself; but it is of all things most despised. It sought to plant 
crowns upon its brow, and so it hath done ; but its head was hot, and 
it put an ice crown there, and it melted all away. 

- ~ ¥2 
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Pride lieth at the root of infidelity ; pride is the very germ of 
opposition to God. 

Pride is a Protean thing ; it changes its shape ; it is all forms 
in the world ; yon may find it in any fashion, you may see it in the 
beggar's rags as well as in the rich man's garment. It dwells with 
the rich and the poor. The man without a shoe to his foot may be 
as proud as if he were riding in a chariot. 

Some weeds will grow anywhere ; one of them is pride. It will 
grow on a rock as well as in a garden. It will grow in the heart of 
a shoe-black as well as in the heart of an alderman. Pride will grow 
in the heart of a servant girl, and equally as well in the heart of 
her mistress ; and pride will grow in the pulpit. It is a weed that 
is dreadfully rampant. It wants cutting down every week ; or else 
we should stand up to our knees in it. 

Pride can profess any form of religion ; it attends all kinds of 
chapels and churches; go where you will, you will see pride. It 
cometh up with us to the house of God ; it goeth with us to our 
houses ; it is found on the mart, and the exchange, in the streets, 
and everywhere. 

Pride is the most pregnant cause of presumption. In all its 
various shapes it is the fountain of carnal security. 

Pride wins no crown ; men never honour it, not even the menial 
slaves of earth ; for all men look down on the proud man, and think 
him less than themselves. 

Of all things in the world, pride is that which hath the very 
least excuse ; it hath neither stick nor stone whereon to build. It 
seems to stand upon itself, for it hath nothing besides whereon 
it can rest. O man ! learn to reject pride, seeing that, whatever 
thou art, thou hast nothing to make thee proud. The more thou 
hast, the more thou art in debt to God ; and thou shouldst not be 
proud of that which renders thee a debtor. 
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In almost every other sin we gather up the ashes when the fire 
is gone ; but here, what is left ? The covetous man hath his shin- 
ing gold ; but what hath the proud man ? He has less than he would 
have had without his pride, and is no gainer whatever. 

Sometimes pride takes the doctrinal shape ; it teaches the doc- 
trine of self-sufficiency, and will not allow that we are lost, fallen, 
debased, and ruined creatures, as we are. It hates Divine sovereignty, 
and rails at election. Then, if it is driven from that, it takes another 
form ; it allows that the doctrine of free grace is true, that salvation 
is of the Lord alone ; but still it prompts men to seek heaven by 
their own works, even by the deeds of the law. 

Ye cannot tell how many shapes pride will assume. Look sharp 
about you, or you will be deceived by it ; and, when you think you 
are entertaining angels, you will find you have been receiving devils 
unawares. 

Pride is too tall to walk upright. It is most likely to tumble 
down, because it is always looking upward in its ambition, and 
never looks to its feet. There only needs to be a pitfall in the way, 
or even a stone, and down it goes. It is sure to tumble, because it 
is never contented with being where it is. It is always seeking to 
be climbing, and boys that will climb must expect to fall. 

There is nothing more eloquently condemned in Scripture than 
pride ; and yet there is no trap into which we poor silly birds so 
easily flee, no pitfall into which, like foolish beasts of the earth, we 
so continually run. 

Pride cometh before a fall, and a haughty spirit is the usher of 
destruction. Take heed; watch thy footsteps; for where pride 
creepeth in it is the worm at the root of the gourd, causing it to 
wither and die. 
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PRIDE. 



God's Spirit always leaves the proud. The gracious Spirit 
delights to dwell in the low places. The holy dove eame on Jor- 
dan ; we read not that it ever rested on Bashan. The man upon 
the white horse rode among the myrtle trees, not among the cedars. 
The myrtle trees grew at the foot of the mountains ; the cedars on 
the summit thereof. God loves humility. 

There are in every Christian church men who think they stand, 
who vaunt themselves in fancied might and power, children of na- 
ture finely dressed, but not the living children of the living God ; 
they have not been humbled or broken in spirit, or, if they have, 
they have fostered carnal security until it has grown to a giant* 
and trampled the sweet flower of humility under its foot. 

Self-sufficiency is Satan's net, wherein he catcheth men, like 
poor silly fish, and doth destroy them. Think yourselves nothing ; 
for ye are nothing, and live by God's help. 

Proud souls, ye grieve the Holy Ghost. He leaves every heart 
where pride dwelleth ; that evil spirit of Lucifer he abhors ; he will 
not rest with it ; he will not tarry in its company. Here is your 
greatest danger, ye proud ones — the Spirit leaves those who deny 
their entire dependence on him. 

Presumptuous men will say they can go into sin, they are so 
full of moral strength ; but when a man tells you he is so good, 
always read his words backwards, and understand him to mean 
that he is as bad as he can be. The self-confident man is in danger 
of falling, because he will even run into temptation in the confidence 
that he is strong and able to make his escape. 

Him who walks with fear and trembling the Spirit loves ; but 
when once pride creeps in, and the man declares, " Now I am in no 
danger," away goes the dove ; it flies to heaven, and will have nought 
to do with him. 
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PKOVIDENCE. 

Christian, thy mercies come not from the hand of chance ; thy 
daily bread cometh not so much from thy industry as from thy 
heavenly Father's care. Stamped upon every mercy is heaven's own 
inscription ; every blessing comes down perfumed with the oint- 
ment, and spikenard, and myrrh of the ivory palaces whence God 
dispenses his bounties. 

In a wheel there is one portion that never turns round, that 
stands steadfast, and that is the axle. So, in God's providence, 
there is an axle which never moves. What is that axle ? What 
is the pivot upon which all the machinery revolves ? It is the 
axle of God's everlasting love towards his covenant people. 

The moment I become a child of God, not only is my heart 
changed and my nature renewed, but my very position becomes 
different ; the very beasts of the field are in league with me, and 
the stones thereof are at peace. My habitation is now guarded by 
Jehovah. My position in this world is no longer that of a needy 
mendicant ; I have become a gentleman-pensioner on the providence 
of God ; my position, which was that of a bondslave in Egypt, is 
now become that of an inheritor in Canaan. 

All my mercies come from above. Don't you like to see the 
print of your Father's fingers on every mercy ? Happy the lot of 
that man who receives everything as coming from God, and thanks 
his Father for it all ! It makes anything sweet when he knows it 
comes from heaven. 

The chastisements of God's providence are the fatherly acts of 
his love ; they are not the wrathful acts of his justice. As judge, 
God cannot punish either you or me if we are believers ; as holding 
the sceptre, he cannot unsheathe the sword against a believer. 
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The fly that sits now on the edge of the wheel may be crushed 
by its next revolution, and be brought to the dust of death the 
next day. The world may cry Hosannah to its minister to-day, and 
the next day may say, " Crucify him, crucify him." Such is the 
state of man. Providence is like a wheel. 

Christian, there is no sweeter pillow than providence ; and, 
when providence seemeth adverse, believe it still, lay it under thy 
head ; for depend upon it there is comfort in its bosom. 



RELIGION. 

Thet who have most religion will have least of misery, for 
religion will turn their bitterest draughts of grief into cups of joy. 
He who liveth near to Christ, come what may, must be blessed ; but 
he who wandereth from him, give him all the mercies of this life, 
and he cannot be happy, because he hath not God. 

It were well if we always remembered that practical godliness 
is the soul of godliness ; that it is not talking religion, but walk- 
ing religion, which proves a man to be sincere ; it is not having a 
religious tongue, but a religious heart ; it is not a religious mouth, 
but a religious foot. The best evidence is the salvation of the souL 

True religion makes a difference not only in a man, but in a 
man's condition ; it affects not only his heart, but his state — not 
only his nature, but his very standing in society. The Lord thy 
God cares not only for Israel, but for Canaan, where Israel dwells. 
God has not only a regard to the elect, but to their habitation; and 
not only so, but to all their affairs and circumstances. 

That man has no religion, however beautifully varnished, if he 
does not carry it out in daily life. 

True religion can cheer the sick man's couch, can make the poor 
man feel that he is rich, and bid him be joyful in the Lord. 
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REPENTANCE. 

Repentance is a hatred of sin, a turning from sin, and a 
determination, in the strength of God, to forsake it. It is possible 
for a man to repent without any terrific display of the terrors of 
the law, without having heard the trumpet sounds of Sinai, without 
having heard more than a distant rumble of its thunder. He may 
repent entirely through the power of the voice of mercy. 

Who has thought upon, and taken a view of the cross, who has 
not found that it begat repentance and faith ? We look at Jesus 
Christ if we would be saved, and we then say, " Amazing sacrifice ! 
Jesus thus died to save sinners." If you want repentance, he gives 
it ; if you want everlasting life, he gives it liberally. He can cause 
you to repent by the sight of Calvary's cross, and the sound of the 
greatest, deepest death-shriek, " Eloi ! Eloi ! lama sabachthani 1 " 
" My God ! my God ! why hast thou forsaken me ? " That will 
beget repentance. 

" Repentance unto life" brings with it spiritual life, or, rather, 
is the first consequence thereof. There are repentances which are not 
signs of life, except of natural life, because they are only effected by 
the power of the conscience and the voice of nature speaking in men ; 
but true repentance is produced by the Author of life, and, when it 
comes, begets such life in the soul, that he who was " dead in tres- 
passes and sins" is quickened together with Christ; he who 
slumbered in the very centre of corruption receives power to become 
one of the sons of God, and to be near his throne. 

Repentance is a grace. Some people preach it as a condition 
of salvation. There are no conditions of salvation. God gives the 
salvation himself ; and he only gives it to those to whom he will. If, 
then, God has given you the least repentance, if it be sincere repent- 
ance, praise him for it, and expect that repentance will grow deeper 
and deeper as you go further on. 
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No man ever repents of sin without having some kind of sorrow 
with it. More or less intense it may be, according to the way in 
which God calls him, and his previous manner of life ; but there 
must be some sorrow, or it is not the repentance of the Christian. 

Eepentance is the gift of God. It is one of those spiritual 
favours which ensure eternal life. It is the marvel of Divine mercy 
that it not only provides the way of salvation, that it not only 
invites men to receive grace, but that it positively makes men 
willing to be saved. 

There are degrees of faith, and yet the least faith saves ; so 
there are degrees of repentance, and the least repentance will save 
the soul, if it is sincere. The Bible says, " He that believeth shall 
be saved ; * and when it says that it includes the very smallest 
degree of faith. So, when it says, " Bepent and be saved," it includes 
the man who has the lowest degree of real repentance. Eepentance, 
moreover, is never perfect in any man in this mortal state. 

" Repentance unto life " is the actual salvation of the soul, the 
germ which contains all the essentials of salvation, which secures 
them to us and prepares us for them. 

Repentance is a continual, life-long act. It will grow con- 
tinually. I believe a Christian on his death-bed will more bitterly 
repent than ever he did before. Sinning and repenting — sinning and 
repenting, make up a Christian's life. Repenting and believing in 
Jesus make up the consummation of his happiness. You must 
not expect that you will be perfect in repentance before you are 
saved. 

" Behold the Man ! " is the lesson for penitents. 

Men put dark colours into the picture to make the lights more 
apparent ; and God useth our black griefs to heighten the brightness 
of his mercies. The weeping of the penitent is the sowing of jewels 
of joy. 
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You may have repentance, but not sincere repentance. You 
may not only tremble, but feel a complacency towards the word 
of God, and yet, after all, not have " repentance unto life. n You 
may sink down into the pit that is bottomless, and hear it said, 
" Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels." 

If we have never shed the tear of penitence, we must not 
expect to sing the song of acceptance. 

Spiritual sorrow is the architect of the temple of praise ; or, 
at least, like Hiram, it floateth on its seas the cedars for the pillars 
of the beautiful house. 

Many people think they must feel such a deal of repentance 
before they may hope Christ will receive them. I know every 
child of God will repent ; but we are not all brought to the cross 
by the terrors of the rod. 

Weeping on account of transgression is the first dawning of 
spiritual renewal Christ loves thee ; Christ has shed his blood 
for thee ; Christ will have thee, beyond all doubt. Christ loves 
thee, not because thou art guilty, but because thou confessest that 
thou art so. 



SALVATION. 



There never was a man who could walk into salvation erect. 
We must go to Christ on bended knees ; for, though he is a door 
big enough for the greatest sinner to come in, he is a door so low 
that men must stoop if they would be saved. 

Nothing in Scripture teaches us that there is any salvation 
save the one salvation of Jesus Christ ; nothing tells us of any other 
power super-excellent and surpassing the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Every man who comes to Christ will find that Christ is able to 
save him to the uttermost extent of his sin, unto the uttermost 
length of his trials, the uttermost depth of his sorrows, unto the 
uttermost duration of his existence. 

What we have to obtain, as absolutely necessary to salvation, 
is a special calling, made in us, not to our ears, but to our hearts ; 
not to our mere fleshly understanding, but to the inner man, by the 
power of the Spirit. 

Salvation is a doctrine peculiar to revelation. Revelation 
affords a complete history of it ; nowhere else can we find any trace 
thereof. God has written many books, but only one book has had 
for its aim the teaching of the ways of mercy. 

The Son could not save without the Father any more than the 
Father without the Son ; and, if the Son redeems, the Holy Ghost 
regenerates. It is he who makes us new creatures in Christ, begets 
us again unto a lively hope, purifies our soul, sanctifies our spirit, 
and at last presents us spotless and faultless before the throne 
"accepted in the Beloved." When thou say est, "Saviour," remem- 
ber there is a Trinity in that word — the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, this Saviour being three persons under one name. 

I find salvation written nowhere till, in the volume of my 
Father's grace, I see his blessed love unfolded towards the great 
human family, teaching them that they are lost, but that he can 
save them, and that in saving them he can be "just, and yet the 
justifier of the ungodly." 

There is no way of salvation apart from the satisfaction of 
Divine justice. Either the sinner must die, or else some one must 
die for him. God has a debt against us, and he never remits that 
debt ; he will have it paid. Christ pays it, and then the sinner 
goes free. 
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A sentence of condemnation is passed on all, that the free grace 
of God might come upon many to salvation. " Look ! Look ! 
Look ! " This is the simple method of salvation. "Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." 

Some divines want a week to tell you what you are to do to 
be saved ; but God the Holy Ghost only wants four letters to do it. 
" Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." 

However far you may have gone — if you have gone to the very 
Arctic regions of vice, where the sun of mercy seems to scatter but 
a few oblique rays — there can the light of salvation reach you. 

The great platform of salvation was, so to speak, the balcony 
on which God stepped to show himself to man — the balcony of 
salvation. Here it is he manifests himself by saving men's souls. 

How many have postponed the day of salvation until the day 
of damnation has come, before they have repented. Take heed of 
procrastination ; delays are dangerous, and some delays are damn- 
able! 

If you are willing to be saved, God has made you willing, and 
therein he has given you the very germ of salvation ; for your 
willingness to be saved in God's way is the very essence of being 
saved. 

If I had a stone to lift, to work my own salvation, without 
God's help to do that, I must be lost, though it were ever so little. 
There is nought that we can do without the power of God. 

Salvation is not a selfish thing. God does not give it for us to 
keep to ourselves, but that we may thereby be made the means of 
blessing others ; and the great day shall declare that there is not 
a man on the surface of the earth but has received a blessing in 
some way or other through God's gift of the gospel 
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The way of salvation is no great mystery, it is very plain ; it 
is, " Believe and live." 

If the righteous and good are not saved, if they reject the gos- 
pel, there are others who are to be called, others who shall be rescued ; 
for Christ will not lose the merits of his agonies, or the purchase of 
his blood. 

If one sinner is not saved, another shall be. The Jew and the 
Greek shall never depopulate heaven. The choirs of glory shall not 
lose a single songster by all the opposition of Jews and Greeks ; for 
God hath said it ; some shaU be called ; some shall be saved ; some 
shall be rescued. 

The tempest of law compels men to put back to the harbour of 
free grace, and saves them from a moat terrible destruction, which 
would otherwise overwhelm them. The law never came to save 
men. It came to make the evidence complete that salvation by 
works is impossible, and thus to drive the elect of God to rely wholly 
on the finished salvation of the gospel 

People who have vague and mysterious ideas of salvation 
when the sunshine comes into their hearts will see, as plain as a 
pike-staff, as clear as the noonday sun, bright as the heavens, those 
blessed words, " Believe and Live." 

The call which saves is like that of Jesus when he said, 
" Mary," and she said unto him, "Rabboni." 

Behold, O trembling penitent, the means of thy deliverance. 
Turn thy tearful eye to yonder Mount of Calvary ! See the victim 
of justice — the sacrifice of atonement for thy transgression. View 
the Saviour with streams of blood purchasing thy soul, and with 
intensest agonies enduring thy punishment. He died for thee, if 
now thou dost confess thy guilt. Oh, come, condemned one, self- 
condemned, and turn thine eye this way, for one look will save. 
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How strangely some think of God ! They say, " I wish to be 
saved, but am afraid God will not save me." It is treason to the 
Almighty to talk thus, for if you wished to be saved God gave you 
that wish ; and if he gave you the wish he will not let it die, — for 
if thou desirest God, he desires thee. 

Thou art on the door-step of Paradise, sitting at the gate of 
mercy, and salvation is come into thy house ; though as yet it has 
not grasped you by the hand, and thou hast not yet greeted it as a 
welcome guest, it is on the door-step, it is on the threshold, about 
to enter thy habitation, and to abide there for ever. If you weep 
for want of Jesus, anxious to be saved by him, and him alone, you 
are " not far from the kingdom of heaven. 19 

Salvation for enemies must be by an ambassador — by an atone- 
ment — yea, by Christ. 



SIN. 

Sin is photographed in high heaven; the deed when it was 
done was photographed upon the sky. 

It is war to the knife with my sins ; not one of them will I 
willingly keep, but down with them, down with them ; Canaanite, 
Hittite, Jebusite, they shall all be driven out. 

The possession of a bad nature is my fault as well as my terrible 
calamity. It is a sin that will always be charged on man ; when 
they will not come unto Christ it is sin that keeps them away. 

It is sin that has brought you into the condition that you 
will not come to Christ. If you had not fallen, you would come 
to Christ the moment he was preached to you; but you do not 
come because of your sinfulness and crime. 
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Once mount into sin there is no stopping. Take heed, if yon 
would not become the worst of characters, of little sins, which, 
mounting one upon another, may at last heave you from the 
summit and destroy your soul for ever. There is a great danger in 
secret sins. 

If you commit one sin, it is like the melting of the lower 
glacier upon the Alps ; the others must follow in time. 

Do not measure sin by what other people say of it ; but measure 
sin by what God says of it, and what your own conscience says of it. 

Like Sisera, sinner, thou art sleeping in the tent of the destroyer; 
thou mayest have eaten butter and honey out of a lordly dish ; but 
thou art sleeping on the door-step of helL Even now the enemy is 
lifting up the hammer and the nail to smite thee through thy 
temples and fasten thee to the earth, that there thou mayest lie 
for ever in the death of everlasting torment — if it may be called 
a death ! ! 

A pious mind will know how to improve the very sight of sin 
to its own sanctification. It will learn humility when it remembers 
that restraining grace alone prevents a similar fault in itself; it will 
gather subjects for gratitude and admiration from the fact that 
grace alone has made it to differ. 

Christian, beware! when thou thinkest lightly of sin, then 
thou hast become presumptuous. Take heed, lest thou shouldst 
falL Sin a little thing ! Is it not poison ? Who knows its dead- 
liness ? Sin a little thing ! Do not the little foxes spoil the grapes ? 
Sin a little thing ! Doth not the tiny coral insect build a rock that 
wrecks a navy ? Do not little strokes fell lofty oaks ? Will not 
continual droppings wear away stones % 

When sin was atoned for by Christ, he left his raiment behind 
him in the tomb. Garments are the badges of guilt ; if we had not 
been guilty we should never have needed them. 
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Sin girded his head with thorns that now is crowned with glory. 
Is it a little thing ? It made him suffer anguish, bitterness, and 
woe, till he endured " all that incarnate God could bear, with strength 
enough, and none to spare." Is it not a little thing, sirs! Gould ye 
weigh it in the scales of eternity, you would fly from it as from a 
serpent, and abhor the least appearance of evil. 

The men who work in those huge vessels, the hammering of 
which causes immense noise, cannot at first sleep for the continual 
din in their ears ; but by and by, when they are used to it, they 
think nothing of it So with sin. First, a little sin doth startle us. 
Soon we say, " Is it not a little one V as Lot did of Zoar. Theo 
there comes another, larger, and then another, until by degrees we 
begin to regard it as but a little ill ; and then comes unholy pre- 
sumption. 

We shall never put off sin entirely but with our winding-sheet ; 
but, unless men show the fruits of conversion in their lives, they 
need converting again. Let it never be said that grace leads to 
licentiousness. It does not. Christ saves his people, not in their 
sins, but from them. 

The heart, though it be deceitful, is positively deceit ; it is evil 
in the concrete, sin in the essence ; it is the distillation, the quint- 
essence of all things that are vile ; it is not envious against God, it 
is envy ; it is not at enmity, it is actual enmity. 

Where are your hearts, that ye can still despise God f Oh I 
diabolical crime ! Oh ! satanic enormity! Oh! iniquity for which 
words fail in description ! To hate the all-lovely — to despise the 
essentially good — to abhor the constantly merciful — to spurn the 
ever-beneficent — to scorn the kind, the gracious one — above all, to 
hate the God who sent his Son to die for man ! 

All men, in every land, have consciences, and therefore all men 
can sin ! 

— ■! * ■■ » 

r 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 sin. 

Though your sins are many, mercy hath many pardons. Though 
they excel the stars, the sands, the drops of dew, in their number, 
one act of remission can cancel all. Your iniquity, though a moun- 
tain, shall be cast into the midst of the sea. Your blackness shall 
be washed out by the cleansing flood of the Redeemer's gore. If 
you are now a law-condemned sinner, I know you to be a vessel of 
mercy by that very sign. O hellish sinners, abandoned profligates, 
offcasts of society, outcasts from the company of sinners themselves, 
if ye acknowledge your iniquity, there is mercy, broad, ample, free, 
immense, infinite mercy. 

In the thought, that "the carnal mind is enmity against God,' 1 
there is something which may make us shake ; for it is a terrible 
sin to be at enmity with God. 

Sin was in the world long before God sent the law. God gave 
his law that the offence might be seen to be an offence, and that the 
offence might abound exceedingly more than it could have done 
without its coming. There was sin long before Sinai smoked ; long 
ere the mountain trembled beneath the weight of Deity, and the 
dread trumpet sounded exceeding loud and long, there had been 
transgression. 

When once God the Holy Ghost applies the law to the conscience, 
secret sins are dragged to light, little sins are magnified to their true 
size, and things apparently harmless become exceedingly sinful. 
Before that dread searcher of hearts and trier of the reins makes 
his entrance into the soul, it appears righteous, just, lovely, and 
holy ; but, when he reveals the hidden evils, the scene is changed. 

Though men cannot sin against the law which they have never 
seen, yet they can rebel against the light of nature, against the 
dictates of conscience, and against that traditional remembrance of 
right and wrong which has followed mankind from the place where 
God created them. 
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" The carnal mind," Paul says, " is enmity against God." He 
uses a noun, and not an adjective. He does not say it is opposed 
to God merely, but it is positive enmity. It is not black, but black- 
ness ; it is not at enmity, but enmity itself ; it is not corrupt, but 
corruption ; it is not rebellious, it is rebellion ; it iB not wicked, it 
is wickedness itself. 

As long as I am out of hell, I have no right to grumble ; and if 
I were in hell I should have no right to complain, for I feel, when 
convinced of sin, that never creature deserved to go there more than 
I do. 



TO-MORROW. 



Glory, O man, in the harvest that may come to thee next 
year, when thy seed is sown ; but glory not in to-morrow, for thou 
canst sow no seeds of morrows. Morrows come from God. 

Man always looks for a yet-beyond. He is a mariner who never 
gets to port ; an arrow which never reaches the target 

A Christian may rightly look forward to his to-morrows, not 
simply with resignation, but also with joy. To-morrow ! It is one 
step nearer heaven to a believer ; it is one knot more that he has 
sailed across the dangerous sea of life, and he is so much the nearer 
to his eternal port To-morrow is a fresh lamp of fulfilled promise 
that God has placed in his firmament, that the Christian may hail 
it as a guiding star in the future, or at least as a light to cheer his 
path. 

To-day hath no brother, it stands alone, and to-morrow must 
come alone, and the next, and the next, also, must be born into 
this world without a brother. We must never look upon two days 
at once, nor expect that a whole herd of days shall be brought forth 
at one time. 

— __—-—-—- _ _ 
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Boast not of to-morrow, for it is unsubstantial. To-morrow is 
a fleeting thing. Thou hast not seen it ; why dost thou boast of it 1 
To-morrow is the cup which the idiot dreams lieth at the foot of the 
rainbow. To-morrow — it is the floating island of Loch Lomond ; 
many have talked of it, but none have seen it. To-morrow — it is 
the wrecker's beacon, enticing men to the rock of destruction. Boast 
not of to-morrow ; it is the frailest and most brittle thing thou canst 
imagine. Not glass were half so easily broken as thy to-morrow's 
joys and to-morrow's hopes ; a puff of wind shall crush them, while 
yet they seem not to be full-blown. 

To-morrow is a thing that we have not yet obtained, and, 
therefore, not only if we had it would it be foolish to boast of it, 
but because we have it not, and may never have it, it becomes the 
very extremity of foolishness to glory in it. 

God's grace always comes with despatch ; and if thou art drawn 
by God, thou wilt run after God, and not be talking about delays. 
To-morrow — it is not written in the almanack of time. To-morrow 
— it is in Satan's calendar, and nowhere else. 

The Christian knows no change with regard to God. He may « 
be rich to-day and poor to-morrow; he may be sickly to-day and 
well to-morrow ; he may be in happiness to-day, to-morrow he may 
be distressed ; but there is no change with regard to his relation- 
ship to God. If he loved me yesterday he loves me to-day. Let 
prospects be blighted, let hopes be blasted, let joy be withered, let 
mildews destroy everything, I have lost nothing of what I have in 
God. 



TRIALS. 

You have, at times, had deep sorrows. Thank God for them ! 
They are testing moments. When the furnace is hot, it is then the 
gold is tried best. 
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The more bitter the vessel of grief, the sweeter the cup of con- 
solation ; the heavier weight of trial here, the brighter the crown 
of glory hereafter. In fact, the same word in Hebrew signifies 
" weight " and " glory." A weight of trouble is a glory to a 
Christian, for it is an honour to him; and glory is a weight, for 
it often bows him down, and makes him lie low at his Master's 
feet 

Amidst all our daily conflicts, let us count upon the victory ; 
let us anticipate the conquest by faith, and already seize the 
palm-branch, and put the crown upon our heads, with the ecstasy 
. of hope, with the full assurance of faith ; for if we fight we shall 
reign — if we suffer we shall triumph — if we endure we shall obtain 
the " crown of life that fadeth not away." Christ will make clean 
work of it, wherever he has begun. 

We need not climb the mountains to water their heads, for 
onr Cod is as high as the bills. High as are our troubles, and moun- 
tainous as are our difficulties sometimes, we need not climb up with 
weary foot to make them fertile, for they are all made to work 
together for our good. 

Troubles are called weights, and a weight, you know, gene- 
rally cloggeth and keepeth down to the earth ; but there are ways, 
by the use of the laws of mechanics, by which you can make a 
weight lift you; and so it is possible to make your troubles lift 
you nearer heaven, instead of making them sink you. 

Where showers fall most, there the grass is greenest. I sup- 
pose the fogs and mists of Ireland make it " the Emerald Isle ;" 
and, wherever you find great fogs of trouble and mists of sorrow 
you always find emerald green hearts, full of the beautiful verdure 
of the comfort and love of God. 

Afflictions are no proof of sonship, though sonship always 
ensures affliction. 
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It is mysterious that, when the black clouds gather most, the 
light within us is always the brightest When the night lowers 
and the tempest is coming on, the heavenly Captain is always closest 
to his crew. It is a blessed thing that, when we are most cast 
down, then it is that we are most lifted up by the consolations of 
Christ. 

To throw the Christian into the furnace is to put him into 
Christ's parlour ; for, lo ! Jesus Christ is walking with him ! Spare 
yourselves the trouble, ye enemies ; if ye wish to hurt us, spare 
yourselves the labour. You think that is the furnace. It is not; 
it is the gate of heaven. Jesus Christ is there ; and will you be 
so foolish as to put us just where we like to be 1 Oh ! kind enemies, 
thus to render us threefold blessed. 

Fear not, Christian ! thou earnest Jesus in the same boat with 
thee, and all his fortune ! The same fire that scorches thee scorches 
him. That which could destroy thee could destroy him, for thou 
art a portion of the fulness of him that fills all in all. 

All precious things have to be tried. You never saw a precious 
thing yet which did not have a trial. The diamond must be cut, 
and hard cutting that jewel has ; were it capable of feeling pain, 
nothing would be more fretted and worried about. Gold, too, must 
be tried ; it cannot be used as it is dug up from the mine, or in 
grains as it is found in the rivers ; it must pass through the crucible 
and have the dross taken away. Silver must be tried. In fact, all 
things that are of any value must endure the fire. 

It is not a smooth road to heaven ; for those who have gone 
but a very few steps therein have found it to be a rough one. It is 
a pleasant one ; it is the most delightful in all the world ; but it is 
not easy in itself ; it is only pleasant because of the company, because 
of the sweet promises on which we lean, because of our Beloved, 
who walks with us through all the rough and thorny brakes of this 
vast wilderness. • 
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Every child of God will have some trial or other; but every 
man who has a trial is not necessarily an heir of heaven. The child 
of God may be in poverty — he frequently is ; but we must not infer 
that therefore necessarily every man who is poor is a child of God ; 
for many such are depraved and ruined, blaspheming God and going 
far into iniquity. 

It is a fact that Christians can rejoice in deep distress ; it is a 
truth that, put them in prison, they still will sing ; like many birds, 
they sing best in their cages. It is true that, when waves roll over 
them, their souls never sink ; they have a buoyancy about them 
which keeps their heads always above the water, and helps them 
to sing in the dark night, " God is with me still." 

Know ye not, brethren, we are offerings to God, that we are 
a living sacrifice unto Jesus Christ ? But how could we be a sacri- 
fice if we were not burned ? If we never had the fire of trouble 
put about us, if we never were kindled, we should lie there without 
smoke, without flame, unacceptable to God. But because ye are 
his sacrifice, fire must penetrate you, and you must be offered a 
whole burnt offering, holy and acceptable unto God. 

Though my head is in heaven, and I am on earth, my griefs 
are Christ's griefs ; my trials are Christ's trials ; my afflictions he 
suffers. 

u The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold." If 
you were nothing but tin, there would be no need of the " fining 
pot " for you ; but it is simply because you are valuable that you 
must be tried. It was one of the laws of God, written in the 
book of Numbers, 31st chapter, 23rd verse — " Everything that may 
abide the fire ye shall make go through the fire, and it shall be 
clean." It is a law of nature, it is a law of grace, that everything 
that can abide the fire — everything that is precious — must be tried. 
Be sure of this, that which will not stand trial is not worth 
having. 
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The spade of trouble digs the reservoir of comfort deeper, and 
makes more room for consolation. God comes into our heart — 
he finds it full — he begins to break our comforts and to make it 
empty; then there is more room for grace. The humbler a man 
lies, the more comfort he will always have. 

Because ye are of value, saints, because ye are gold, therefore 
ye must be be tried. From the very fact that ye are valuable, ye 
must be made to pass through the furnace. 

God always keeps a pair of scales— in this side he puts his 
people's trials, and in that he puts their consolations. When the 
scale of trial is nearly empty, you will always find the scale of con- 
solation in nearly the same condition ; and when the scale of trials 
is full, you will find the scale of consolation just as heavy; for as 
the sufferings of Christ abound in us, even so shall consolation 
abound by Christ 

Onward, Christian ! The Captain of your salvation hath gone 
through the dark valley before you — therefore onward ! Onward 
with boldness ! Onward with courage ! Onward with hope ! that 
ye may be like your Saviour, by participation in his sufferings. 

Soldier of Christ, if thou enlistest, thou wilt have to do hard 
battle. There is no bed of down for thee ; there is no riding to 
heaven in a chariot ; the rough way must be trodden, mountains 
must be climbed, livers must be forded, dragons must be fought, 
giants must be slain, difficulties must be overcome, and great trials 
must be borne. 

I have sometimes heard religion described in such a way that 
its high colouring has displeased me. It is true " her ways are 
ways of pleasantness ;" but it is not true that a Christian never has 
sorrow or trouble. It is true that light-eyed cheerfulness and airy- 
footed love can go through the world without much depression and 
tribulation ; but it is not true that Christianity will shield a man 
from trouble ; nor ought it to be so represented. 
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Dost thou see thy heavenly Father, a pure and holy being, 
spotless, just, and perfect 1 Dost thou know that thou art one day 
to be like him ? Thinkest thou that thou wilt easily come to be 
conformed to his image ? Wilt thou not require much furnace work, 
much grinding in the mill of trouble, much breaking with the pestle 
in the mortar of affliction, much being broken under the wheels of 
agony? 

TRUTH. 

Truth is a path so narrow that two can scarce walk together 
in it ; we usually tread the narrow way in single file ; two men can 
seldom walk arm in arm in the truth. The way of truth is very 
difficult. If you step an inch aside on the right you are in a dan- 
gerous error, and if you swerve a little to the left you are equally 
in the mire. 

It would be well for us if, with regard to the truth, we began 
to be conservative as soon as we believed it, and held it fast and 
never let it go. The chief fault of the present day is, that in seek- 
ing to be liberal we do not hold the truth firmly enough. 

The sturdy truth of God touches every chord in every man's 
heart. If we can, by God's grace, put our hand inside man's heart, 
we want nothing but that truth to move him thoroughly and to 
stir him up. 

Send your anchor right down, young Christian, and, let what- 
ever may come against you, hold on still by that truth ; and you may 
then "prove all things." But while you are doing it, remember 
to "hold fast that which is good." Do not "prove all things" by 
giving up that which is good to do it. 

A Christian should do with truth as a snail does with his shell 
— live inside it, as well as carry it on his back, and bear it perpetually 
about with him. The Holy Ghost, it is said, shall lead us into all 
truth. 
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Grains of truth are like the grains of gold in the rivers of 
Australia — they must be shaken by the hand of patience, and 
washed in the stream of honesty, or the fine gold will be mingled 
with sand. Truth is often mingled with error, and it is hard to 
distinguish it ; but we bless God it is said, " when the Spirit of 
truth is come, he will guide you into all truth." 

Truth is a narrow path indeed. It is a path the eagle's eye 
hath not seen, and a depth the diver hath not visited. It is like 
the veins of metal in a mine ; it is often of excessive thinness, and, 
moreover, it runneth not in one continued layer. Lose it once, and 
you may dig for miles and not discover it again; the eye must 
watch perpetually the direction of the lode. 

The way of life is a labyrinth ; the grassiest paths, and the 
most bewitching, are the farthest away from right ; the most 
enticing are those which are garnished with wrested truths. I 
believe there is not a counterfeit coin in the world so much like a 
genuine one as some errors are like the truth. One is base metal, 
the other is true gold ; still in externals they differ very little. 

If you want truth to go round the world you must hire an 
express train to pull it ; but if you want a lie to go round the 
world, it will fly: it is as light as a feather, and a breath will carry 
it. It is well said in the old proverb, " A lie will go round the 
world while truth is pulling its boots on." 

We love God's truth on the rack, as well as when it is walking 
upright If there were a martyr whom we loved before he came on 
the rack, we should love him more still when he was stretched there. 
When God's truth is stretched on the rack, we do not call it 
falsehood. We love not to see it racked, but we love it even when 
racked, because we can discern what its proper proportions ought to 
have been if it had not been racked and tortured by the cruelty and 
inventions of men. 
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That high hill of truth hath mists upon its summit. No mortal 
eye can see its pinnacle; nor hath the foot of man ever trodden it 
But yet let us paint the mist, if we cannot paint the summit. Let 
us depict the difficulty itself if we cannot unravel it. Let us not 
hide anything; but, if the mountain of truth be cloudy at the top, 
let us say, " Clouds and darkness are around him." 



UNBELIEF. 

Unbeliever, what will you do without faith ? Faith gives eyes to 
the soul ; it gives us to see things not seen ; it is " the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." The Christian, 
when he dies, will enter the land of death with his eyes open ; by 
means of which goodly hosts of angels shall cheer his vision ; but 
you must die a blind and eyeless spirit. 

Unbelief is the parent of every other iniquity. There is no crime 
unbelief will not beget. It was in this point that the devil tempted 
Eve. He said to her, " Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden 1 * He whispered and insinuated a doubt : " Yea, 
hath God said so ? " u Are you quite sure he said so ? " It was by 
means of unbelief— that thin part of the wedge — that the other sin 
entered ; curiosity and the rest followed ; she touched the fruit, and 
destruction came into this world. 

Once take away faith, the reins are broken ; and who can ride 
an unbroken steed without rein or bridle ? Like the chariot of the 
sun, with Phaeton for its driver, such should we be without faith. 
Unbelief is the mother of vice ; it is the parent of sin ; and, there- 
fore, I say it is a pestilent evil— a master sin. 

Every other crime touches God's territory ; but unbelief aims a 
blow at his divinity, impeaches his veracity, denies his goodness, 
blasphemes his attributes, maligns his character. Therefore God, of 
all things, hates unbelief wherever it is. 
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Unbelief hath become of full stature, when, quitting the mask 
and laying aside disguise, it profanely stalks the earth, uttering the 
rebellious cry, " No God," striving in vain to shake the throne of 
divinity, by lifting up its arm against Jehovah. 

There is an atonement made for the unbelief of a Christian, 
because it is temporary ; but the final unbelief— the unbelief with 
which men die — never was atoned for. 

Unbelief hath more phases than the moon, and more colours 
than the chameleon. 

While we have faith, the Eed Sea may flow before us, as deep 
and dark as it pleases ; for, like leviathan, we trust we can snuff 
up Jordan at a draught. But if we have no faith, then at the 
most insignificant streamlet, which Faith could take up in her hands 
and drink, like Gideon's men, poor Unbelief stands quivering and 
crying, " Ah ! I shall be drowned in the floods ; there is no hope 
for me." 

A fearful form of unbelief is that doubt which keeps men from 
coming to Christ ; which leads the sinner to distrust the ability of 
Chiist to save him, to doubt the willingness of Jesus to accept so 
great a transgressor. 

Unbelief in the Christian is of the self-same nature as unbelief 
in the sinner ; not the same in its final issue, for it will be par- 
doned in the Christian. Yea, it is pardoned ; it was laid upon the 
scape-goat's head of old ; it was blotted out and atoned for ; but it 
is of the same sinful nature. If there can be one sin more heinous 
than the unbelief of a sinner, it is the unbelief of a saint. 

Thousands of prayers have been strangled in their infancy by- 
unbelief. Many a song of praise that would have swelled the 
chorus of the skies has been stifled by an unbelieving murmur ; 
many a noble enterprise conceived in the heart has been blighted, 
ere it could come forth, by unbelief. 

Printed by William Tyler, Bolt-court Fleet-street London. 
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cloth, Is. 6d. 

ALESSANDRO GAVAZZI : 
A Biography. New Edition, with Portrait. By J. W. King. Crown 8vo, paper, Is. ; cloth, 2s. 

THE EARTHEN VESSEL; 

And Christian Record and Review, for 1857. Vol. XIII. The volume contains interesting 
Sketches of Christian Character, our British Baptist Churches, Memoirs of Deceased 
Ministers, Ordination Services, Reviews ef New Books, etc. 8vo, cloth, 8s. (A few 
copies of Vol. XII. still remain, 8s.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



PARTRIDGE AND CO., PATERNOSTER-ROW. 3 

OUE COUNTY COURTS ; 
Their Practice contrasted with that of the Superior Courts. With Suggestions for the Improve- 
ment of both. With an Additional Chapter on the Practice as to Real Estate. By a 
Professional Man. 8vo, 8s. 6d. 

ELECTION AND THE "INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." 

Discourses on the 9th of Romans, by the Rev. Asa Mahan, A.M., President of the Oberlin 
Collegiate Institute, Ohio, U.S. 12mo, cloth, Is. 

DIRECTIONS FOR DAILY COMMUNION WITH GOD. 

Showing how to Begin, How to Spend, and How to Close Every Day with God. By Matthxw 

Hbvbt. in 12mo, paper neat, 8d. ; cloth, Is. 

THE MORMON'S OWN BOOK ; 
Or, Mormonism tried by its own Standards— Reason and Scripture. With an Account of its 
Present Condition. Also, a Life of Joseph Smith. By T. W. P. Taylder. Dedicated to 
the London City Mission. Second edition, with Additions ; and Portrait of Joseph Smith, 
the Mormon Prophet. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

CHILDREN AT CHURCH : 
Being Six Simple Sermons. By J. E. Clarke, M.A., Hon. Sec. of the Derby Working Men's 

Association. Demy 16mo, gilt, Is. 
" Mothers will find the little book a valuable assistant in the domestic circle."— Weekly Chris- 
tian News. 

HEART MUSIC : 
For— The Hearth Ring— the Street Walk— the Country Stroll— the Work Hour— the Rest Day— 
the Trouble Time. Selected and arranged by the same Author. Second Thousand. 
Fcap. 8vo, paper, Is.; cloth, Is. 6d. ; gilt, 2s. 

WORKS BY THE REV. C. MOLYNEUX. 

Israel's Future— the World to Come — Gethsemane — Broken Bread. In 4 vols, crown 8vo, cloth, 
with Portrait, 18s. (Any volume may be had separately.) 

TRUTH FRAE 'MANG THE HEATHER : 
A Prise Essay on the Evidences of Christianity. By Wm. M'Caw, a Shepherd. With 
Engraving of the Shepherd's Cottage. Second Edition. 18mo, paper, 8d. ; cloth, Is. 
" The Shepherd seems to grapple Mr. Holyoake so tight, that he has no room to breathe ; and 
we cannot think that Mr. Holyoake ever before felt so powerful an aim."— Dumfries Bulletin. 

THE VOICE OF BEAUTY ; 
Or, Woman's Life. By J. Tubklbt. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, Is. 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE EYE ; 

As Indicative of Character, Expression, Beauty, and Genius. By the same Author. With 

Engravings by Gilbert, Anelay, etc. Sixteenth Thousand. Is. Post free. 

THE BRITISH WORKMAN FOR 1857. 
In Illustrated Cover, Is. 6d. The Three Tears' Numbers, in one vol., cloth, 4s. 6d. 
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THE BAND OF HOPE REVIEW, FOR 1857. 
' Is. The Seven Years' Numbers, in one vol., cloth, 7g. Gilt, 8s. 6d. 

THE REFORMED CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

What is She? Where is She? A Critical and Candid Examination of the Judgments in the 

Knightsbridge Church Cases. By W. Peace. Feap. 8vo, paper, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d. 

THE DENISON HERESY. 

In Two Parts. I. Ditcher v. Denison. II. The Office of the Holy Communion. By the same 

Author. Fcap. 8vo, paper, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d. 

THE WESLETAN PULPIT, FOR 1856 : 
Containing Sermons by Messrs. Newton, Dixon, Atmore, Talbot, Burrows, Boyd, Blencowe. 
Robinson, Adam Clarke, Atkinson, Dawson, Roberts, Atherton, etc. Cloth, 8s. 6d. 
Vols, for 1851, 1852, 1853, and 1855 may also be had. 

THE SABBATH-SCHOOL MESSENGER, FOR 1857. 
9d. In fancy cloth, Is. 

GOD AND HIS WORKS j 

Or, The Existence of God in Harmony with Human Consciousness. By the Rev. T. Roberts. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

SERMONS ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER. 

Chapter I. By Dr. Kohlbbuggb. With an Introductory Preface, by the Rev. Octavius 
Wibslow, D.D. Crown 8vo, 38. 6d. Chapters II. and HI. 3s. 6d. Chapter IV. 3s. 6d. 
(People's Edition). With Biographical Sketch of the Author, and Introductory Preface by 
the Rev. O. Winslow. Third Edition. In two vols., crown 8vo, 5s. 

A BRIEF MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. W. HOWELLS, 

Minister of Long Acre Chapel, London. By the Rev. E. Moboav, M.A., Vicar of Syston, 
Leicestershire. Royal 18mo, cloth, 5s. 

BIBLE TRIUMPHS; 

A Jubilee Memorial for the British and Foreign Bible Society. By the Rev T. Timpsov. 

Dedicated, with permission, to the Earl of Shaftesbury. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

EASTERN MONACHISM : 

An Account of the Origin, Discipline, etc., of the Order of Mendicants founded by Gotama 
Budha (compiled from Singalese MSS. and other original sources), with Notices of the 
Western Ascetics, and a Review of the Monastic System. By the Rev. Spbhce Hab>by, 
Member of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Demy 8vo, cloth, 12s. 
" The volume deserves a European circulation."— Christian Timet. 

A MANUAL OF BUDHISM, 
In its Modern Development : Translated from Singalese MSS. By the same Author. Demy 

8vo, cloth, 128. 
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CHEERING WORDS. 

Consisting of Religious Anecdotes, Essays, Poems, and a variety of Interesting and Useful 
Matter. With Engraving, Monthly, price One Halfpenny; or Ten Copies for Fourpence. 
VoL VII. (1857), paper, 8d. ; cloth, Is. 

PLAIN PAPERS ON PROPHETIC AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 
12mo, cloth, 8s. 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS IN THE WILDERNESS. 
By Adolphb Mojtod, Pastor of the Reformed Church at Paris. Revised by the Author. 

Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 
" The profoundest and, at the same time, the simplest discussion of the subject of Tempta- 
tion we remember to have read."— Nonconformist. 

THE PRESENT CRISIS, 

In Connection with Christian Union and Missionary Labours. By the Rev. T. R. Bibks, M.A., 

Rector of Kelshall. Royal 18mo, paper, 6d. ; cloth gilt, Is. 6d. 

OUTLINES OF LITERARY CULTURE, 
From the Christian Stand-point. By the Rev. B. Pbankland, B.A. Ss. 

RICHES INCREASED BY GIVING; 
Or, The Surest and Safest Way of Thriving. By T. Gouge. With Prefatory Remarks by 
Baxter, and Drs. Owen, Manton, and Bates. Also a Preface, with sketch of the Author's 
Life, by the Rev. T. Binney. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. 
So completely did the author of this admirable book act up to his own convictions in the 
matter of giving, that, when his annual income was reduced to £150, he gave away the £100 
and lived upon the £50. 

THE BEAUTIES OF THE BIBLE : 
An Argument for Inspiration. By the Rev. W. Leask. In Ten Lectures. New and cheaper 
edition. Royal 18mo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
" This beautiful, thoughtful, and eloquent book."— Kitto's Journal, 

LAYS OF THE FUTURE. 
By the same Author. Fcap. 8vo, gilt, 3s. 

TREVANION ; 

Or, The Voice of Conscience. A Narrative (founded on fact) of the Times of John Wesley. 
By Mrs. Quihtin Kennedy. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

LIVES OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS. 

Containing Biographies *of nearly Two Hundred of the most distinguished individuals. 

Complete in Seven Volumes, cloth, lettered, 26s. 
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SELECT EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY, CORRESPONDENCE, etc., OF 

LEILA ADA. 
By O. T. Heigh way. Royal 18mo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 
" One of the most beautiful morsels of this kind of writing we have ever seen."— Christian 
Timet. 

LEILA ADA, THE JEWISH CONVERT : 

An Authentic Memoir. By the same Author. New Edition, Royal 18mo, with Portrait, 

cloth, 8s. 6d. 

" One of the most interesting books of its class In English literature."— Christian Witness. 

The " Memoir" and " Diary " in One Volume, cloth, 6s. 

COBBING BIBLE REMEMBRANCER. 

Intended to assist the Memory in treasuring up the Word of God ; including, among numerous 
other Articles, an Index to the Psalms; a Key to the Promises; Scripture Numera- 
tion; improved Readings, and an Analysis of the whole Bible. Second Edition. Maps 
and Woodcuts, square 16mo, cloth, 2s. ; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. 
" The best analysis of the Bible we have ever Been."— Sunday School Teacher's Magazine. 

NINEVEH AND ITS RUINS; 
Or, The History of the Great City. By the Rev. R. Ferguson, LL.D., F.S.A., Member of the 
Royal Irish Academy, etc. Crown 4to, with Forty-five Illustrations, and Portrait of 
Layard, 5s. 
" A more appropriate present could hardly be selected." — Clerical Journal. 

BOOTHROYD'S BIBLE. 
The Holy Bible, now Translated from corrected Texts of the Original Tongues, and with 
former Translations diligently compared; together with a General Introduction and 
short Explanatory Notes. By H. Boothboyd, D.D. Super-royal 8vo, cloth, £1 4s. 
" I do not think we have any similar work in our language approaching it in all the qualities 
of usefulness."— Dr. J. Pys Smith, 

SERMONS BY THE LATE DR. R. NEWTON. 

With a Sketch of his Character and an Account of his Death. A Memorial Volume. Crown 

8vo, cloth, 4s. 

EIGHT LECTURES ON PROPHECY. 
Delivered in the Merchants' Hall, York. Second Edition. Demy 12mo, cloth, Is. 4d. ; paper, Is. 

GEMS FROM MATTHEW HENRY. 
Arranged under heads :— The Bible, Charity, Contentment, etc. Super royal S2mo gilt, 2s. 
" As a suggestive book for closet use, or as a travelling friend, Jhis little volume will be 
invaluable."— Christian Times. 
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AN IDEA OF A CHRISTIAN. 
By S. W. Partridge. Demy 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. ; paper, Is. 
" Pages of elaborate thought, clearly and nobly expressed. . . . The book is singularly 
fitted to promote profitable meditation."— British Banner, 

VOICES FROM THE GARDEN ; 
Or, The Christian Language of Flowers. By the same Author. Second Thousand. Cloth gilt, 

2s.; paper gilt, Is. 
" We never read a poetical work of the same size richer in sentiment, more fraught with 
solid thinking, or better adapted to convey sound instruction to the heart."— Methodist New 
Connexion Magazine. 

THE JORDAN AND THE RHINE; 

Or, The East and the West. Being the Result of Five Years' Residence in Syria, and Five Years' 
Residence in Germany. By the Rev. W. Graham. Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. (Reduced 
to 6s.) 
" A singularly interesting and instructive volume."— BelVe Weekly Messenger. 

FIFTY SONGS OF ZION: 

Or, A New Year's Gift to the Children of God. By the same Author. Fcap. 8vo, Is. ; 

cloth, Is. 6d. 

THOUGHTS UPON THOUGHT : 
For Young Men. By thejRev. Dr. Hewlett. Fourth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
" We should rejoice to find it in the hands of every young man in the empire."— Christian 
Examiner. 

THE DESERTER. 
By Chablottx Elizabeth. Second Thousand. Royal 18mo, Ss. 6d. 
" It abounds in weighty sentiments, wise directions, and faithful warnings."— Wesley 
Banner. 

BIBLE CHARACTERISTICS. 
By the same Author. Demy 18mo, cloth gilt, 2s. 
" Eleven beautiful papers."— Wesleyan Magazine. 

MANGNALL'S HISTORICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS: 
A New, Improved, Amplified and Illustrated Edition, including an Original Outline of Ancient 
Geography and History, Ecclesiastical and Modern History, a Compendium of the 
Elements of Astronomy, etc. By W. Pinnock, Author of " Pinnock's Catechisms," etc. 
With Twenty-seven Maps, and Sixty-four Engravings. 12mo, roan embossed, 5s. • 

IMPORTANT TRUTHS IN SIMPLE VERSE. 
Third Thousand. 18mo, Is. 6d. ; crimson gilt, 2s. 
" Some of the compositions are, in our Judgment, worthy to rank among the best that ever 
proceeded from the pen of either of those ingenious and useful writers, Dr. Watts or Jane 
Taylor."— Baptist Magazine. 
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THE BEST PRESENTS. 

♦ 

THE BEST FAMILY BIBLE. 

COBBIN'S DOMESTIC BIBLE. 

New and Superior Edition. The Holy Bible, with 700 illustrative Engravings, a series d 
coloured Maps, copious Notes, practical Reflections, improved Readings, 140,000 Rej 
ferences, etc. Cloth, SOs. ; calf extra, 36s. ; morocco, 42s. I 



THE BEST EDITION OF THE BEST COMMENTARY. 

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY. 

Pictorial Edition— Unabridged— 750 Wood Cuts— Maps. Epistles Revised by Eminent living; 

Divines. Notes, Memoir, etc. Three vols. 4to, cloth, 53s.; half-calf, 70s.; calf extra, 

77s. 6d. | 

" By far the most economical, correct, compact, and beautiful edition of Henry ever | 

published."— British Banner. \ 



PORTABLE ILLUSTRATED BIBLES. 

THE ORIENTAL BIBLJ1 (illustrated). : 

The Authorised Version, with many thousand References and Readings, nine superior steel 
Maps, carefully coloured, 160 Illustrative Engravings of Scenery, Manners, and Customs, 
and copious Notes on the Oriental Metaphors and Allusions, History and Geography of 
the Bible : beautifully printed, with rules, on the finest paper. In morocco bindings, 
from 16s. to 24s. 

THE GRAPHIC BIBLE (illusteated). 

The Authorised Version, with 50,000 References and Readings, nine coloured Maps, and 
upwards of 180 Illustrative Engravings, accompanied by explanatory Notes. In morocco 
bindings, from 14s. 6d. to 20s. 



THE REFERENCE PEW BIBLE. 

The Authorised Version, with 50,000 References, and Historical and Descriptive Notes at the 
end of each Book. French morocco, 10s. ; Turkey morocco, lis. 6d. to 14s. 
A convenient size, and very legible. 

Bibles and Prayer-Booki in all Languages. Pocket, Family, and Pulpit Bibles, 
Church Services, and Prayer-Books, in every variety of Style and Price. 

LISTS POST FREE FOR ONE STAMP. 
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